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 National Estuary Program (NEP):  
Local watershed programs making a difference 



Partners vital to our success 



Priority Issues in Tampa Bay 

Dredged material 
management 
 
 

Spill Prevention and 
Response 
 
Public Access 
 
Education 
 
 
 

 

Water and Sediment 
Quality 

 

Bay Habitats 
 
Fish and Wildlife 
 
 
Invasive Species 
 
 
 

 

Climate Change 



Climate Ready Estuaries 

ωProgram through US Environmental Protection Agency 
to work with National Estuary Programs and coastal 
management community to: 

1. Assess climate change vulnerabilities  

2. Develop and implement adaptation strategies 

3. Engage and educate stakeholders 

 



Publications 



Gulf Coast Community Handbook 

ωIdentify adaptation strategies that incorporate 
resiliency to climate change as a component of 
habitat restoration and protection plans 

ωFocus on specific case studies from the Gulf region  

ωGuidebook for other coastal communities that 
provides concrete examples of how to improve 
habitat resiliency along the Gulf coast  



Handbook Contents 
ωExecutive Summary 

ωIntroduction 

ωOverview of Climate Change Science 
ω Sea Level Rise 

ω Storm Impacts and Extreme Weather 

ω Changes in Precipitation and Temperature 

ω Impacts to Flora and Fauna 

ω Ocean Acidification 

ω Gulf of Mexico Impacts 

ω Storm Impacts 

ωGulf of Mexico Case Studies 

ωStep-by-Step Recommendations 

ωRecommended Readings 

 



Overview of Climate Science 
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Estuaries  

National Climate 
Assessment  

Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate 
Change  


