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Message from Planning Council Executive Director Sean Sullivan

At the Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council, we oversee the research and collaborative planning 
to address the stressors of climate change and sea level rise on our region’s critical infrastructure. Initial 
insured damage estimates for Hurricane Ian are $50 to $60 billion, placing Ian as one of the most 
expensive natural disasters in American history, second only to Hurricane Katrina in 2005. If Ian had 
made landfall into Tampa Bay, the costs would have been drastically higher and the devastation to the 
region and Florida economy would have been far greater at more than $75 billion.

The Tampa Bay Regional Resiliency Coalition (TBRRC) and its 33 member governments worked together to 
develop the first Tampa Bay Regional Resiliency Action Plan. It is designed to ameliorate the effects of climate 
stressors, sea level rise, and increasingly extreme weather events. It includes 10 high-level goals, dozens of objectives, 
and recommended actions for local implementation against these stressors. The Plan fosters collaboration between 
local governments to create essential tools to protect our community. Local governments can use the plan to prioritize, 
build, and manage its infrastructure to maximize both function and longevity as it accounts for future climate conditions, 
increased severe storm events, and rising seas.  

Over the next few months, the TBRRC members will consider adopting the Plan, and select the resiliency actions that 
are best for their communities. With a strong, cohesive partnership, the Tampa Bay region will be committed, partnered, 
and appropriately prepared to withstand a Category 5 hurricane’s direct hit with the least physical and economic 
damage possible. 

February 2023

Tampa Bay Regional Resiliency Leadership Summit 2023
Registration for our 3rd Annual Resiliency Summit is now open. Get your sunblock and sunglasses ready...  
we are going to the beach! 
When: May 4 & 5, 2023
Where: Hilton Clearwater Beach Resort, 400 Mandalay Avenue 
Clearwater.
The agenda will be comprised of general sessions with topics such as 
lessons from hurricane Ian, insurance and community impacts, etc., 
as well as breakout sessions with topics ranging from multimodal 
transportation, heat impacts, resilient coastal ecosystems, resilient 
economies, and more!
The Resiliency Summit will also host a Beach Barbeque on the 
evening of May 4th as well as the 29th Annual Future of the Region 
Awards, which will be the highlight of the Resiliency Summit luncheon 
on May 5th. 
The Resiliency Summit offers a range of sponsorship categories and visibility opportunities to support various 
goals and suit any budget.
For more information, visit our website: tbrpc.org/summit2023
To register, visit: events.tbrpc.org/sm23    |    To register as a sponsor, visit: events.tbrpc.org/summit23

 The Resiliency Leadership Summit and Future of the 
Region Awards logos
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https://www.tbrpc.org/
https://www.tbrpc.org/coalition/
https://www.tbrpc.org/resiliencyplan/
https://www.tbrpc.org/summit2023/
https://events.tbrpc.org/sm23
https://events.tbrpc.org/summit23
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• On October 2022, the Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council received two National Association of Development 
Organizations (NADO) Impact Awards for the Resilient Ready Tampa Bay Project and the Pasco County Industrial 
Land-use Study at the 2022 annual conference held in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

• TBRPC received a Keep Tampa Bay Beautiful Award for our stormwater education program on November 2022. 

• On November 2022, TBRPC received the PRestige Award for a Special Event for our partnership with B2 communications 
for their assistance helping to promote our 2022 Tampa Bay Regional Leadership Resiliency Summit.

• TBRPC’s Resilient Ready Tampa Bay won the Best Plan, Report, or Study Award at the 2022 APA Sun Coast Section 
Awards on January 12, 2023.

To read more about these awards and other TBRPC news, visit: tbrpc.org/news.

Join Us for the 29th Annual Future of the Region Awards Luncheon
The significance of innovative planning has never been more important. For the 
past 29 years, the Future of the Region Awards Program has provided honor and 
recognition for notable achievement, both in the public and private sectors, for 
resource planning and management in the Tampa Bay region.
The Future of the Region Awards event highlights projects and programs that 
exemplify regionalism, and recognizes outstanding achievements and contributions 
that benefit the regional community.

Do you have a project or program that exemplifies regionalism? Showcase your best 
practices at the 29th Annual Future of the Region Awards Luncheon!
Deadline to enter is March 24. 
To enter the competition, view the award categories, or inquire about sponsorship 
opportunities visit: tbrpc.org/for

When: May 5, 2023 from 12:30 - 2:00 pm
Where: Hilton Clearwater Beach Resort, 400 Mandalay Avenue Clearwater
To register for the luncheon, visit: events.tbrpc.org/FOR23

TBRPC’s Award Winning Projects

FOR logo tbrpc.org/for

Veronica Cintron, VP of Communciations 
for the Tampa International Airport will 

be the Emcee for the Luncheon. 

APA Sun Coast AwardKTBB Award and PRestige AwardNADO Impact Awards

https://www.tbrpc.org/news/
https://www.tbrpc.org/for/
https://events.tbrpc.org/FOR23
https://www.tbrpc.org/for/
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On January 11th and 12th TBRPC and the NOAA office of Coastal 
Management hosted a day-and-a-half Risk Communications Workshop. 
The participants, which included city and county staff,  self-selected 
the audiences they wanted to work with including business owners, 
residents, elected officials, contractors, and internal staff. Participants 
had the opportunity to develop new skills to better connect with diverse 
audiences. Attendees practiced these new skills, applied them to their own 
risk communication strategies, and collaborated with peers on local risk 
communication challenges. NOAA staff challenged participants to identify 
their audiences’ priorities, motivation, and consider how to move towards 
action (buying flood insurance, adopting a resiliency plan, and developing 
a business continuity plan).

The New 2023 Officers Are Named for TBRPC

TBRPC and NOAA Host a Workshop

Regionally Speaking - Did you know?
Manatee County – so named for the slow-moving sea cow known 
as the manatee – was founded in 1855. About 411,000 people call 
Manatee County home, but its population increases considerably 
in the winter when high temperatures vary between 65 and 75 
degrees.

C A L E N D A R

Boards to identify their audiences’ priorities, motivation, and consider how to move towards action.

FEBRUARY 2023
Executive Budget @9:00am

Steering Committee @11:30am

Council Meeting @10:00am

ABM’s Legislative Review 
Committee Meeting @2:00pm

APRIL 2023
Executive Budget @9:00am

Steering Committee @11:30am

Council Meeting @10:00am

ABM’s Legislative Review 
Committee Meeting @2:00pm

Stormwater Management 
Public Education & Training 
Committee @9:30am

Courtney Campbell Scenic 
Highway Corridor Advisory 
Committee Meeting @10:00am

Note: Please refer to our website calendar 
for updated meetings information regarding 
location and Zoom IDs at tbrpc.org/calendar

MARCH 2023
Agency on Bay Management 
Meeting @9:00am

ABM’s Natural Resources/
Environmental Impact Review 
Committee Meeting @1:00pm

MAY 2023
Resiliency Leadership Summit 
Day 1 @8:00am

Resiliency Leadership Summit 
Day 2 @8:30am

29th Annual Future of the 
Region Awards Luncheon 
@12:30pm

The TBRPC elected new board officers 
for 2023 at its meeting on December 
12, 2022. The leadership reflects the 
Council’s wide geographic reach, with 
leaders hailing from Manatee County, 
City of Largo, and City of Dunedin.

Manatee County Commissioner 
Vanessa Baugh is the new chair of the 
TBRPC board. Largo Mayor Woody 
Brown is vice-chair and City of Dunedin Commissioner Maureen “Moe” 
Freaney is secretary and treasurer. City of St. Petersburg Councilwoman 
Brandi Gabbard is immediate past-chair.

Read more: tbrpc.org/2023-officers.

Councilwoman Gabbard, Commissioner Baugh, 
Mayor Brown, and Commissioner Freaney. 
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Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council
4000 Gateway Centre Blvd.
Suite 100
Pinellas Park, Florida 33782
(727) 570-5151

A Resilient Shoreline Model Ordinance Template Is Released
The TBRPC created a Resilient Shoreline Model Ordinance template to support local governments when they make 
updates to local plans and ordinances related to shoreline protection. The template was developed over two years 
with extensive input from stakeholders and experts in coastal engineering, marine construction, shoreline ecology, 
environmental resources management, flood plain management, climate science, land-use policy, permitting and real 
estate.

Local governments may use the document and give consideration to adopting the model ordinance, or any of the 
recommendations found within the document at the discretion of their local government.

On October 25th, 2022, TBRPC held a webinar to rollout the new Resilient Shorelines Model Ordinance template. 
TBRPC staff and the project team reviewed the key sections of the ordinance and answered questions.

To read more and watch the rollout webinar recording, visit: tbrpc.org/shoreline-model.

www.tbrpc.org company/tampabayrpc

TampaBayRPC @TampaBayRPC

https://www.tbrpc.org/shoreline-model/
http://www.tbrpc.org
http://www.linkedin.com/company/tampabayrpc/
https://www.facebook.com/TampaBayRPC
https://twitter.com/TampaBayRPC

