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August 2021  

Message from the Executive Director  
The Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council is bringing together local governments and organizations 
that are working to address red tide, and spurring additional collaboration that can help our region 
respond and recover. 

In 2018, we reported on the regional red tide response of the Tampa Bay and Sarasota Bay region. 
The report highlighted notable actions and innovations, identified gaps and challenges, listed 
recommendations for future red tide response, and provided a template for a Red Tide Response 
Operations Plan. 

This report has already proven useful as we coordinate response efforts to the red tide bloom that has emerged this 
summer. 

We’re convening leaders from National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection, Tampa Bay Estuary Program, regional emergency officials and many others to share 
information on red tide twice a month. 

Led by TBRPC environmental staff, the group is creating measures to uniformly track and report on red tide. This 
user-friendly tool can be used for greater understanding of current red tide conditions. The group is also creating 
“mutual aid” agreements for equipment and resources that can help with red tide.

This type of cooperative effort contributes to the Tampa Bay region’s resilience in the face of environmental and 
economic threats like red tide.
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New resources for solar-plus-storage assessments  
Through the “Clear Sky Tampa Bay” project, the TBRPC is working to create a regional technical and economic 
framework for integrating disaster risk reduction and other resilience factors into solar-plus-storage siting and cost-
benefit analyses. 

The new “Clear Sky Tampa Bay” toolkit provides a streamlined assessment process for siting and prioritizing critical 
facilities for solar-plus-storage. This toolkit can be used to enhance community resilience, and inform decision-
making and new investments. The toolkit is available on the TBRPC’s website at http://www.tbrpc.org/clearsky/.

The Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council is honored to be one of only 18 entities in the United States selected 
to collaborate with the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Renewable Energy Laboratory to develop novel 
applications of solar energy. The “Clear Sky Tampa Bay” project is the result of that collaborative research effort.  
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TBRPC receives Resilient Coastline Program grant  
Florida’s Department of Environmental Protection has provided a grant to the TBRPC to develop coordinated shoreline 
planning across the region.  The TBRPC is bringing local governments, municipalities, businesses and environmental 
stakeholders together to create policy recommendations with model language for installation, permitting and maintenance 
of shoreline protection strategies like seawalls and living shorelines. 

The project is part of the Resilient Coastlines Initiative created by Gov. Ron 
DeSantis through the new Resilient Florida Program. With this initiative, 
local communities can join together in planning efforts and share technical 
assistance for a coordinated approach to Florida’s coastal and inland resiliency.

The first project meeting had 77 participants from private and public sectors. 
They discussed priorities that will help develop the policy guide, which will 
support local plans and updates.

The regional guide will include policy recommendations and model language for private and public shorelines along rivers 
and coastal areas that are influenced by tides. The recommended language will define a hierarchy of shoreline policies and 
principles to support resilient adaptation and habitat preservation and restoration. 

The project will outline opportunities for living shorelines that may help stabilize erosion and enhance habitats. The 
recommendations will also define locally appropriate heights for hard structures such as bulkheads and seawalls that 
consider future sea level rise and tidal flooding through 2070. 

Additionally, it will provide recommendations to support coordinated installation, maintenance, repair, oversight, enforcement 
and permitting of living shorelines or seawall enhancement options.

Study finds economic aviation opportunities for Pasco County   
Zephyrhills Municipal Airport and surrounding lands are primed to be a major 
catalyst for economic development for Pasco County.

TBRPC economic development staff led a study of Zephyrhills Municipal Airport’s 
existing economic and physical infrastructure, and found Pasco County could 
add jobs and increase average wages by creating an aviation cluster around the 
airport. It could provide more than 7 million square feet of potential building 
space for light to heavy industrial use that holds the opportunity to create and 
support 10,000 jobs.

Fixed-based aviation operations could create and support 47 jobs that produce 
$3.9 million in personal income and $11 million in sales. In addition, supporting 
operations could create and surpass 167 jobs with personal incomes of $6.2 
million and sales of $13.7 million.

The study was funded by a U.S. Economic Development Administration grant 
under the 2020 Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act).



3

TBRPC hosts Florida planning councils  
The TBRPC recently hosted elected officials and regional planning professionals from throughout Florida during the 
Florida Regional Councils Association’s Summer Policy Board Meeting. 

Held July 27, 2021, the meeting covered topics ranging from discussing future legislative priorities to setting the 
association’s budget for 2022. It’s part of the association’s work to facilitate regional collaboration among 10 regional 
planning councils that are working with municipalities to plan for growth throughout the state. 

Through its membership in FRCA, the TBRPC works collaboratively with other regions to support economic growth, 
improve infrastructure and enhance the quality of life for all Floridians.

CALENDAR
SAVE THE DATE 
Three important events:
• The Resiliency Leadership Summit  

- Jan. 27 & 28, 2022 

• Future of the Region Awards breakfast  
- April 29, 2022

• REACH Affordable Housing - May 6, 2022

SEPTEMBER
9  Agency on Bay Management @ 9 a.m. 

13  Council Meeting @ 10 a.m. 

OCTOBER 
11  Council Meeting @ 10 a.m. 

15  Courtney Campbell Scenic Highway Corridor 
Advisory Committee Meeting @ 10 a.m. 

19  Stormwater Management Public Education & 
Training Committee @ 9:30 a.m. 

Johnny Cash’s ties to Pasco County

Legendary country musician Johnny 
Cash and his wife, June Carter Cash, 
inherited a Port Richey home in 
1979 after country singing matriarch 
Maybelle Carter died. Cash shed his 
notoriously dark attire for shorts, 
T-shirts and a fishing pole when 
visiting the simple wood-frame 
house at 5030 Sunset Blvd. The 
couple owned the home until 2002.

Manatee County

Manatee County was the likely 
landing site for the first extensive 
exploration by Europeans in the 
southern United States. The De Soto 
National Memorial near Bradenton 
commemorates the 1539 landing 

of the De Soto Expedition along 
the Manatee River and marks the 
possible disembarkation point for 
the expedition’s nine ships which 
began a 4,000-mile expedition. 

REGIONALLY SPEAKING
DID YOU KNOW?

Photo: Tampa Bay Times
Johnny Cash with his wife June Carter 
Cash, Rev. Bill Graham and his wife Ruth 
Bell Graham at the stilt house of W.D. 
“Des” Little in March 1976
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REACH assesses climate risk to affordable housing 

The TBRPC’s Resilience and Energy Assessment of Communities and Housing (REACH) 
initiative is working to develop tools to assess risk to the region’s low- and medium-income 
neighborhoods. 

Supported by the JP Morgan Chase Foundation, the REACH workgroup recently released 
a self-assessment checklist to support the integration of affordable housing and resilience 
planning in a variety of ways, from mitigation strategies to post-disaster redevelopment plans.

In addition, two tools are being developed to help regional governments to evaluate existing housing and policies: 
- community vulnerability assessment methodology and user guide, with assistance from USF masters students; 
- maps and inundation assessments, which integrate data from the TBRPC sea level rise and flood modeling, the housing 
coastal risk mapper tool developed by UF Shimberg Center for Housing Studies and social vulnerability sources. 

The REACH initiative and its tools will help assess current risks of extreme weather, flooding, storm surge, and future 
sea level rise against existing housing and future homes and build policies that work toward regional sustainability and 
resilience. 




