
Jeff Tobergte, Acting Chairman  -  John Meyer, Coordinator
Tampa Bay Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC), District VIII

4000 Gateway Centre Boulevard, Suite 100, Pinellas Park, FL 33782-6136
Phone 727/570-5151, ext. 29 - FAX 727/570-5118

Email johnm@tbrpc.org    /    LEPC Website http://www.tbrpc.org/lepc

***REMINDER***

Only the abbreviated short-form Agenda will be available at the door the
day of the meeting.  Please remember to bring your full Agenda package
with you to the meeting.

If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order to participate in this meeting,
you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of certain assistance. Please contact John Meyer at the
Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council at (727) 570-5151 X 29 within three working days of the meeting.

LEPC
Meeting
Notice

MEMO TO: Tampa Bay LEPC, District VIII Members/Alternates

FROM: Jeff Tobergte, Acting LEPC Chairman and
John Meyer, LEPC Coordinator

SUBJECT: LEPC MEETING - February 26, 2014

DATE: February 14, 2014

The next Tampa Bay LEPC, District VIII meeting will be held on Wednesday morning, February

26, 2014, 10:30 a.m., at the offices of the Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council, 4000 Gateway
Centre Blvd, Suite 100, Pinellas Park, FL 33782. 

The enclosed package of informative materials will recap various agenda items, precluding the need
for detailed discussion at the meeting unless specific questions arise.  The LEPC meeting is expected
to adjourn by noon.    

You are invited to review the LEPC website: www.tbrpc.org/lepc



LEPC
Agenda

TAMPA BAY LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEE (LEPC) 
DISTRICT VIII MEETING 

Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council
4000 Gateway Centre Blvd, Suite 100, Pinellas Park, FL 33782

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 - 10:30 am

***THIS MEETING IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC***

Agenda Item #1 CALL TO ORDER, WELCOME, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - Page 1  Chair Jeff Tobergte

Agenda Item #2 PUBLIC COMMENTS - Page 1 Chair Tobergte

Agenda Item #3 APPROVAL OF MINUTES - November 20, 2013 LEPC MEETING - Page 1  Chair Tobergte

Agenda Item #4 DISTRICT 8 LEPC MEMBERSHIP CHANGES - Page 1 John Meyer

Agenda Item #5 RECAP OF QUARTERLY SERC MTGS & TTF’S “PROJECT BOARD” - Page 3 John Meyer

Agenda Item #6 HMEP PROGRAM - PLANNING - Page 15 Subcomm. Chair Alan Pratt

Agenda Item #7 FACILITY DISASTER PLANNING SUBCOMMITTEE - Page 15 John Meyer

Agenda Item #8 HMEP PROGRAM - TRAINING - Page 22 Subcomm. Chair James Johnston

Agenda Item #9 REGIONAL DOMESTIC SECURITY TASK FORCE - Page 23 Betti Johnson

Agenda Item #10 WEST FERTILIZER EXPLOSION AND FIRE - Page 24 John Meyer

Agenda Item #11 TRAINING, WORKSHOP AND CONFERENCE OPPORTUNITIES - Page 25 Chair Tobergte

Agenda Item #12 LEPC BUSINESS Chair Tobergte

A. 2013 Thomas Yatabe Awards Recognition - Page 31
B. LEPC District 8’s Hazardous Materials Emergency Response Plan Update - Page 33
C. Supplemental Environmental Projects - Page 33
D. Elections for LEPC Chair/Vice-Chair - Page 36
E. Other Business (To be Determined and/or may be Applicable) - Page 36

Agenda Item #13 TAMPA BAY LEPC LOGO SHIRTS - Page 36 Chair Tobergte

Agenda Item #14 NEXT MEETING - Wednesday, May 28, 2014 Chair Tobergte

Agenda Item #15 ADJOURNMENT

Jeff Tobergte, Acting Chairman  - John Meyer, Coordinator
Tampa Bay Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC), District VIII
4000 Gateway Centre Boulevard, Suite 100, Pinellas Park, FL 33782

Phone 727/570-5151, ext. 29  - FAX 727/570-5118
Email: johnm@tbrpc.org  - LEPC Website: www.tbrpc.org/lepc
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Agenda Item #1 CALL TO ORDER, WELCOME, PLEDGE
OF ALLEGIANCE

Acting Chair Jeff Tobergte

Agenda Item #2 PUBLIC COMMENTS Chair Tobergte

Agenda Item #3
APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 20, 2013 LEPC MEETING

MINUTES (Transmitted Separately from Agenda)
Chair Tobergte

Agenda Item #4 LEPC DISTRICT 8 MEMBERSHIP CHANGES John Meyer

The following LEPC membership change(s) were approved at the January 22, 2014 SERC meeting:

MEMBER CATEGORY
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Lloyd Roberts

Water
Management

District

UUUU UUUU Southwest Water Management
District.  Mr. Lloyd Roberts is
the new Primary LEPC 8 member
representing SWFWMD.  Mr.
Roberts replaced Ms. Lesley
Touchton.  Mr. Roberts desig-
nated Mr. Crane as his Alternate.

David Crane UUUU UUUU

Lesley Touchton UUUU UUUU

Lloyd Roberts UUUU UUUU

David St. Pierre

Transportation

UUUU UUUU
Manatee County Port Aut-
hority.  Primary LEPC 8
Member Scott Davies requested a
re-designation of his Alternate

from “Mr. William Stanfield” to
“Mr. David St. Pierre.”

William Stanfield UUUU UUUU

Paul Dolak
Facility

Owner/Operator
UUUU UUUU

Brenntag Mid South.  Mr. Paul
Dolak is a new Primary LEPC 8
member representing Brenntag
Mid South.  No Alternate has
been designated at this time.
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Amanda Shaw

Emergency
Management

UUUU UUUU
Hillsborough County Emer-
gency Management.  Ms.
Amanda Shaw is the new Primary

LEPC 8 member representing
Hillsborough County Emergency
Management.  Ms. Shaw has
replaced Ms. Holley Wade.  Ms.
Shaw designated Mr. Marcus
Martin as her Alternate.

Marcus Martin UUUU UUUU

Holley Wade UUUU UUUU

Jeff Patterson UUUU UUUU

Karen Rider

Transportation

UUUU UUUU
Florida Department of Trans-
portation.  Primary LEPC 8
Member Roberto Gonzalez
requested a re-designation of his
Alternate from “Ms. Dale
Hanson” to “Ms. Karen Rider.”

Dale Hanson UUUU UUUU

Darlene Powell

Hospital

UUUU UUUU
Bay Pines VA Healthcare
Systems.  Primary LEPC 8 Mem-
ber Dean Armstrong requested a
re-designation of his Alternate

from “Mr. William Orzech” to
“Ms. Darlene Powell.”

William Orzech UUUU UUUU

Jeff Patterson

First Aid/EMS

UUUU UUUU Hillsborough County Fire
Rescue.  Chief Jeff Patterson is
the new Primary LEPC 8 mem-
ber representing Hillsborough
County Fire Rescue.  Chief
Patterson replaced Mike Guincho.
Chief Patterson designated Capt.
Jimmy Markart as his Alternate.

James Markart UUUU UUUU

Michael Guincho UUUU UUUU

James Markart UUUU UUUU

Emilio Salabarria

Firefighting

UUUU UUUU Tampa Fire Rescue.  Chief
Emilio Salabarria is the new
Primary LEPC 8 member rep-
resenting Tampa Fire Rescue.
Chief Salabarria replaced Scott
Ehlers. Chief Salabarria desig-
nated Chief Bryan Riley as his
Alternate.

Bryan Riley UUUU UUUU

Scott Ehlers UUUU UUUU

Tom Forward UUUU UUUU



MEMBER CATEGORY

MEMBER
TYPE STATUS OF CHANGE

DESCRIPTION
(IF NECESSARY AND/OR

APPROPRIATE)P
R

IM
A

R
Y

A
L

T
E

R
N

A
T

E

N
E

W

M
E

M
B

E
R

M
E

M
B

E
R

-

S
H

IP
 T

Y
P

E

C
H

A
N

G
E

R
E

S
IG

N
E

D
/

R
E

M
O

V
E

D

Tampa Bay LEPC - February 26, 2014 Meeting - Backup Agenda Materials Page 3

Sharon Tarman

Emergency
Management

UUUU UUUU
Manatee County Emergency
Management.  Primary LEPC 8
Member Steve Simpson has
requested a re-designation of his
Alternate from “Ms. Rachel
Ingle” to “Ms. Sharon Tarman.”

Rachel Ingle UUUU UUUU

Rick Caravona

Emergency
Management

UUUU UUUU
Pasco County Emergency
Management.  Primary LEPC 8
Member James Johnston has
requested a re-designation of his
Alternate from “Mr. Greg Lind-
gren” to “Mr. Rick Caranona.”

Greg Lindgren UUUU UUUU

NOTE:  The membership modification(s) highlighted in yellow above (if and where applicable) signifies addition(s) to the LEPC District 8 membership. 
              Likewise, modification(s) highlighted in gray (if and where applicable) indicates a reduction(s) in overall LEPC membership.

Additional Material: None.
Action Recommended: Recognition of New Appointments

Agenda Item #5 RECAP OF QUARTERLY SERC MEETINGS John Meyer

The State Emergency Response Commission and associated Subcommittee meetings were held in Daytona
Beach at the Hilton Daytona Beach Report/Ocean Walk Village on January 21-22, 2014.  LEPC Staff
Coordinator John Meyer attended the meetings.  The following 11 pages constitute a Recap of the SERC
meeting, inclusive of elaboration on discussion items associated with the SERC’s Training Task Force (TTF)
and the LEPC Staff & Chairs meetings.

Additional Material: SERC Meeting Recap & TTF’s “Project Tracking Chart” (Pages 4-14
of these Agenda materials)

Action Recommended: None.  For Information Only.
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STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION RECAP - 1/22/14
[PAGE 1 of 11]



Tampa Bay LEPC - February 26, 2014 Meeting - Backup Agenda Materials Page 5

STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION RECAP - 1/22/14
[PAGE 2 of 11]
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STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION RECAP - 1/22/14
[PAGE 3 of 11]
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STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION RECAP - 1/22/14
[PAGE 4 of 11]
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STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION RECAP - 1/22/14
[PAGE 5 of 11]
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STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION RECAP - 1/22/14
[PAGE 6 of 11]
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STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION RECAP - 1/22/14
[PAGE 7 of 11]
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STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION RECAP - 1/22/14
[PAGE 8 of 11]
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TRAINING TASK FORCE’S PROJECT TRACKING CHART
[PAGE 9 of 11]
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TRAINING TASK FORCE’S PROJECT TRACKING CHART
[PAGE 10 of 11]
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TRAINING TASK FORCE’S PROJECT TRACKING CHART
[PAGE 11 of 11]
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Agenda Item #6 HMEP PROGRAM - PLANNING Committee Chair Alan Pratt

The HMEP Planning Team remains ready to conduct Ammonia Siren Workshops and companion Shelter-in-
Place presentations on short notice at the request of various schools, community groups and/or civic
associations located within or in close proximity to the Port of Tampa.  The Team had initially coordinated
a Workshop designed to enable and promote Port facilities to self-identify their hazardous materials and
transport processes in order to familiarize their neighboring facilities with their business practices.  As
intended, attendees could determine whether their neighboring facilities could pose additional risk(s) to their
facility that may not have been previously considered and/or addressed in their emergency plans. While the
Workshop was initially scheduled, it had to be canceled for a variety of reasons, including a lack of
commitment by many of the intended facility representatives.  Workshop organizers will be re-assessing
strategy(ies) on alternative ways to solicit participation from targeted industries.  It was determined that
contacting each of these representatives by phone or in person visits will likely be the new and preferred
course of action to promote the event and encourage their participation, an initiative which can and likely
will commence soon.  Once coordinated, a corresponding Workshop Flyer will be prepared for limited e-
mail distribution, noting that the larger the audience, the less likely representatives are to be forthcoming
with facility information and the less likely the organizers are to meet the desired objective.

Additional Material: None
Action Recommended: None.  For Information Only.

Agenda Item #7 FACILITY DISASTER PLANNING
SUBCOMMITTEE

John Meyer

The LEPC’s Facility Disaster Planning Subcommittee (FDPS) met on January 15, 2014, a Recap of which
is attached.  The meeting included a variety of discussions topics.  The primary topics included:
announcement of new Subcommittee Chair (Patricia Krajnyak of HRP Associates), identification of
FDEM’s implemented strategies for transmitting Tier II reporting reminders to all applicable facilities
statewide, as well as discussion of the LEPC’s upcoming How-to-Comply/E-Plan filing and TRANSCAER
Workshops.  The meeting concluded after much discussion regarding an initiative to compile a single list
of various resources and links that could/would assist facilities in planning for a variety of hazards (e.g.
hazardous materials, storm surge, hurricane, flooding, tornados...).  This will likely be a compilation of past
planning efforts made by the LEPC, the TBRPC and the County Emergency Management departments (e.g.
All Hazards Guide, Facility Business Disaster Survival Kit...).  As an end-product, it is envisioned that the
consolidated resources could be tailored to County level, where applicable.  The next scheduled meeting of
the FDPS is Wednesday, April 16, 2014.  All LEPC members and members from the public are welcome
to attend.

Additional Materials: FDPS Meeting Recap (Pages 16-21 of these Agenda materials)
Action Recommended: None.  For Information Only.
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FACILITY DISASTER PLANNING SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING RECAP - 1/15/14
[PAGE 1 of 6]
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FACILITY DISASTER PLANNING SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING RECAP - 1/15/14
[PAGE 2 of 6]



Tampa Bay LEPC - February 26, 2014 Meeting - Backup Agenda Materials Page 18

FACILITY DISASTER PLANNING SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING RECAP - 1/15/14
[PAGE 3 of 6]
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FACILITY DISASTER PLANNING SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING RECAP - 1/15/14
[PAGE 4 of 6]
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FACILITY DISASTER PLANNING SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING RECAP - 1/15/14
[PAGE 5 of 6]
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FACILITY DISASTER PLANNING SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING RECAP - 1/15/14
[PAGE 6 of 6]
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Agenda Item #8 HMEP PROGRAM - TRAINING Committee Chair James Johnston

LEPC District 8 was, once again, awarded a $47,072 FDOT Hazardous Materials Emergency Preparedness
(HMEP) subgrant through the Florida Division of Emergency Management (FDEM) for Hazardous
Materials training for public-sector First Responder, this time for the period of July 1, 2013 - June 30, 2014.
Pursuant to HMEP Contract requirements, each HMEP-funded training event must be pre-approved by
FDEM, must meet FDEM’s cost effectiveness criteria, and be transportation-related or include a
transportation component or nexus.

The following constitutes a breakdown of expenditures associated with the Contract to date:

Quar-
ter Date Name Expenses Cumulative Remaining

1

BASE FUNDING UNDER 2013-14 HMEP CONTRACT $47,072.00  

10/7-11/20133 40-Hr. HazMedic Course, Pinellas County Hazmat $11,500.00 $11,500.00 $35,572.00  

1st Qtr Admin. Expenses/July - Sept. 2013 <Actual> $     965.00 $12,465.00 $34,607.00  

2

11/11-15/2013 40-Hr. Marine Firefighting for Land-Based FFs (Ft.L) $11,035.00 $23,500.00 $23,572.00  

12/17-19/2013 8-Hr. CAMEO, Pinellas County Hazmat $  4,999.00 $28,499.00 $18,573.00  

2nd Qtr Admin. Expenses/Oct.-Dec., 2013 <Actual> $  1,308.00 $29,807.00 $17,265.00  

3

1/23-24/2013 Hazmat Symposium (Lodging for 2), Daytona Beach $     262.96 $30,069.96 $17,002.04  

2/18-19/2014 TRANSCAER, City of Tampa $     100.00 $30,169.96 $16,902.04  

3rd Qtr Admin. Expenses/Jan. - Mar. 2014 <Estimate1> $  1,000.00 $31,169.96 $15,902.04  

4
4/07-09/2014

24-Hr. Air Monitoring for Hazmat Techs

(HI/TPA/PA/PI)
$12,237.00 $43,406.96 $  3,665.04  

4th Qtr Admin. Expenses/April-June, 2014 <Estimate1> $  1,000.00 

FOOTNOTES:
1. Administrative expenses include indirects, internal service charges, auditing, building occupancy, travel time and small miscellaneous

     expenses.  Please note that the “estimate,” signified in red, was established at the time of Agenda materials preparation and is presented for
    informational purposes only.  The cost estimate is then revised at the end of each quarter to reflect actual administrative costs once tabul-
    ated, as would be appropriate.

2. Italicization of course name(s) in blue, if applicable, signifies that the course has been committed and approved but not yet conducted.

3. The 40-Hr. Hazmedic course was actually conducted one week into the second quarter but the course was prepaid during the first quarter,
    as authorized, to count towards 1st Quarter training funds.

HMEP Training Subcommittee Chair J.J. Johnston has scheduled a HMEP Training Subcommittee meeting
on Wednesday, February 26, 2014 at 9:30 a.m. at the LEPC/TBRPC offices, one hour prior to the scheduled
start of the LEPC quarterly meeting.  The primary purpose of the meeting is to solicit training opportunities
that are desired and will be pursued during the remaining Contract period (i.e. through June 30, 2014).

Additional Material: None.
Action Recommended: None.  For Information Only.
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Agenda Item #9 REGIONAL DOMESTIC SECURITY TASK FORCE
(RDSTF)

Betti Johnson

The Region 4 RDSTF includes three of the four counties of the LEPC District VIII - Hillsborough, Pasco
and Pinellas as well as Hardee, Polk, Hernando, Citrus and Sumter Counties. The RDSTF Co-Chairs are
Hillsborough County Sheriff David Gee and FDLE Special Agent in Charge (SAC) Rick Ramirez. The
RDSTF is organized to provide to support the National Preparedness Goal of Regional Collaboration.  It is
supported by eight multi-disciplinary/multi-jurisdictional committees which include both traditional and
non-traditional response organizations, each represented by a chair and co-chair who report directly to the
RDSTF IV Co-chairs.  The committees which make up the RDSTF are as follows:  Law Enforcement,
Emergency Management, Fire Rescue, Health and Medical, Interoperable Communications, Training and
Exercise, Critical Infrastructure Protection, and Education.

The Region 4 RDSTF Committees and General Assembly will meet February 24th . In addition to the 2015
DHS Funding process and timeline, topics of discussion included (1) an update of the committee structure
and roles and responsibilities of the RDSTF members; (2)  the new approach to the Multi-Year Training and
Exercise Plan (MY-TEP) through the Readiness: Training Identification and Preparedness Program (RTIPP),
and (3) the State Resource Management Network (SRMN) which will be used to capture all in-service
equipment and assets funded through DHS programs. The Interoperable Communications Committee is
organizing to update the Tactical Interoperable Communications Plan (TIC-P) and ready for a regional
exercise April 29, 2014. The Health and Medical Committee is organizing the Region 4 Health and Medical
Coalition.

2014 DHS Funding

Currently, the RDSTF and committees are meeting to discuss programs and projects for 2015 DHS funding.
Representatives from the RDSTF are designated to Funding Committees which include: 

! Agriculture and Environment
! Campus Security
! Critical Infrastructure/Key Resources
! Emergency Management
! Fire Rescue
! Health and Medical 
! Interoperable Communications 
! Law Enforcement Prevention
! Law Enforcement Response. 

Each Funding committee will build regional/statewide funding templates for submittal to the State Working
Group. The Funding Committees will meet April 14th for the kick-off meeting. These committees will meet
(format of meetings determined by the committee chairs) through September 29th when the final templates
are due to FDLE. The State Working Groups will meet April 15-18th following the Funding Committee
meeting.

Regional Interoperable Communications 

Region IV is currently updating the Tactical Interoperable Communications Plan (TIC Plan). Currently, a
list has been submitted to FDLE for access to CASM the web-based software application that maintains and
updates the I/O assets. The Committee has been planning a series of workshops and tabletop exercises
culminating in a Regional Interoperable Communications Exercise April 29th . The TIC Seminar was held
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at the TBRPC on January 16, 2014. The Communications Technician Training (COM-T) was held the week
of January 13th in Hernando County. 

Multi-Year Training and Exercise Planning Workshop

Typically, in late fall, the counties in each RDSTF region begin compiling information on the training and
exercise needs of the myriad of agencies and organizations which partner to respond in a  disaster. The
collection point for this information is the emergency management office in each county. This year, the DHS
will bring the Readiness: Training Identification and Preparedness Program (RTIPP) course which will
focus on partnership building and identifying training/exercise needs to fill identified gaps in preparedness,
response, recovery and mitigation. There is also an increased focus on the "whole community" concept to
ensure a multi-disciplinary approach and increased coordination and collaboration  to include public and
private non-governmental organizations. Eighty representatives will be selected for the course representing
the different disciplines and entities within each county/ region. This training will take place the week of
February 24th followed by county meetings and the regional MY-TEP which will coordinate / schedule
needed training/exercise in the region. 

Local Training

The list of T&E for 2014 was developed last year and available training through March is posted on SERT
TRAC website (http://trac.floridadisaster.org/trac/loginform.aspx) and the TBRPC website. 

Additional Material: None
Action Recommended: None. For Information Only

Agenda Item #10 WEST FERTILIZER EXPLOSION AND FIRE John Meyer

The U.S. Chemical Safety Board (CSB) completed its investigation into the cause of the massive explosion
at the West fertilizer storage and distribution facility in Texas on April 17, 2013.  The event took the lives
of 12 volunteer firefighters and two members of the public, while causing hundreds of injuries. A video was
compiled by CSB staff to document all the extent of damage to neighboring facilities.  One additional video
was prepared by CSB to document their continued pursuit of regulatory modifications to govern Ammonium
Nitrate and other reactive chemicals. 

While the LEPC initially broached discussion of the West, Texas explosion in association with the May 29,
2013 LEPC meeting, this was long before the thorough investigation was concluded by CSB staff.

Each of these videos are available for viewing on YouTube®.  It is anticipated that the two videos referenced
below will be shown at the meeting:

#### CSB Video Documenting the Blast Damage in West, Texas -
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N_NhcbapisE (Video Length: ~3 Minutes)

#### CSB Chairperson Rafael Moure-Eraso Calls for Regulatory Coverage of Reactive Chemicals
- http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DdsfPkYpRHA (Video Length: ~5½ Minutes)

Additional Material: None.
Action Recommended: None.  For Information Only
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Agenda Item #11
TRAINING, WORKSHOP OR

CONFERENCE OPPORTUNITIES
Chair Tobergte

Information is available for the following Training/Conference events:

A. FDEM’s Training and Events Schedule/Region 4, Various FL Locations/Times (Feb. - May 2014)

B. FDEM’s Training and Events Schedule/Region 6, Various FL Locations/Times (Feb. - May 2014)
C. TRANSCAER Workshops, Tampa, February 18 & 19, 2014
D. Air Monitoring for Hazardous Materials Technicians, Tampa/Hills./Pasco/Pinellas, April 7-9, 2014



Agenda Item #11.A.
2/26/2014

Tampa Bay LEPC - February 26, 2014 Meeting - Backup Agenda Materials Page 26

FDEM TRAINING AND EVENTS SCHEDULE/REGION 4 (Feb. - May 2014), as posted on 2/04/2014



Agenda Item #11.B.
2/26/2014
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FDEM TRAINING AND EVENTS SCHEDULE/REGION 6 (Feb. - May 2014) as posted on 2/04/2014
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Agenda Item #11.C.
2/26/2014
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Agenda Item #11.D.
2/26/2014
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AIR MONITORING FOR
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

TECHNICIANS

Tampa Bay LEPC, 4000 Gateway Centre Blvd., #100, Pinellas Park, FL 33702, 727/570-5151 x 29, Staff Coordinator: John Meyer

COURSE DATES: April 7-9, 2014 (24-Hr. Course)

COURSE TIMES: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

COURSE LOCATION:
Tampa Fire Rescue Training Grounds
116 S. 34th Street
Tampa, FL 33605

COURSE
INSTRUCTOR(S):

Response Technologies (Doug Wolfe & Danial Bartle)

COURSE
DESCRIPTION:

Program is designed to provide the participants with an under-
standing of the principles and proper use of air monitoring
equipment during hazmat emergency response.  The program takes
the participant through the incident evaluation, hazard/risk assess-
ment, dispersion prediction and verification process necessary for
effective air monitoring operations.  Once students are provided with
the essential basic understanding of the principles, they are then
provided with opportunities for hands-on application during both
tabletop and simulation settings.

COURSE GOALS

Upon completion of this program, the Hazardous Materials
Technician, given various types of equipment, will demonstrate the
ability to select, operate and interpret air monitoring and field
screening instruments for the purpose of identifying and quantifying
air borne hazards and IDLH environments, establishing control zones
for fixed and transportation related incidents.

MAX. CLASS SIZE: 30 Students

CONTACT INFO:

Emilio Salabarria, Tampa Fire Rescue - 813/274-7013 or
Emilio.Salabarria@ci.tampa.fl.us; OR
James Johnston, Pasco County Emergency Management - 727/847-
8137 or jjjohnston@pascocountyfl.net.
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Agenda Item #12 LEPC BUSINESS

A. 2013 THOMAS YATABE AWARDS RECOGNITION Chair Tobergte

Signifying outstanding contribution(s) made in the implementation and support of the Emergency Planning
and Community Right-To-Know Act, the LEPC District 8 Thomas Yatabe Award for 2013 was awarded to
Chief Scott Ehlers of Tampa Fire Rescue.  Chief Ehlers attended the January 22, 2014 meeting of the State
Emergency Response Commission to receive his award in person.

Chief Ehlers’ Nomination Form read as follows:

Having recently announced his retirement from public

service and the LEPC, Chief Scott Ehlers is hereby

being formally recognized for his dedication and

commitment to the Tampa Bay LEPC since October

2005 and his service as Chair of the Tampa Bay LEPC

since May 2007.  During his tenure with the LEPC,

Chief Ehlers rarely missed a LEPC meeting or any the

quarterly meetings of the SERC's Training Task Force,

LEPC Staff/Chairs and the State Emergency Response

Commission that have been conducted across the State.

Chief Ehlers is credited with guiding the LEPC

membership through a seemingly countless number of

exercises, workshops, presentations, and even annual

updates to the Tampa Bay LEPC Hazardous Materials

Emergency Response Plan over the past 8+ years.

Albeit his busy schedule as Chief of Operations for

Tampa Fire Rescue (TFR), Chief Ehlers always made

time for his duties as LEPC Chair.

Following receipt of his hazardous materials certification in May 1990, Chief Ehlers has

subsequently taught a considerable number of fire and emergency related courses to fire

industry and emergency response personnel during his career which spanned more than

29 years with TFR.

His perpetual dedication certainly exemplifies "Outstanding contribution made in the

implementation and support of the Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know

Act through achievement(s), accomplishment(s) or superior participation in hazardous

material planning or response."

Chief Ehlers will not only be missed and remembered as a great and supportive LEPC

Chair, a LEPC member, a colleague but, more notably, a friend of the Tampa Bay

LEPC.

Left-to-Right: SERC Chair/FDEM Director Bryan

Koon, Award Recipient for LEPC 8 - Chief Scott

Ehlers and LEPC Staff Coordinator John Meyer
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Thomas Yatabe Award Nominations were also submitted for three other deserving nominees within
the Tampa Bay District, Ms. Thea Dunmire, Tampa Fire Rescue and SWS Environmental Services.
The State Emergency Response Commission extended their gratitude and appreciation to each of
these additional nominees for their contributions through the issuance of  “Certificates of
Appreciation.”

Ms. Thea Dunmire’s Nomination Form read as follows:

Ms. Thea Dunmire is hereby recognized for her countless hours of faithful and continuous

dedication towards LEPC District 8's Facility Disaster Planning Subcommittee.    Ms.

Dunmire has been actively involved with the Subcommittee since its inception in 2006 and

has participated in numerous Subcommittee initiatives and workshops during her tenure.

Over the past year, while serving as Subcommittee Chair, Ms. Dunmire guided the conduct

of the very successful "Keeping Your Head Above Water: Storm Surge Preparedness for

Businesses with Hazardous Materials" workshop hosted in the Port of Tampa at Cruise

Terminal #3.  The workshop drew on the expertise of many from the public- and

private-sectors alike.  Her perennial dedication exemplifies "Outstanding contribution made

in the implementation and support of the Emergency Planning and Community

Right-to-Know Act through achievement(s), accomplishment(s) or superior participation in

hazardous material planning or response."

Ms. Dunmire is persistently seeking ways to promote and invigorate Subcommittee

participation while soliciting new membership.

Tampa Fire Rescue’s Nomination Form read as follows:

Tampa Fire Rescue's prompt and appropriate actions mitigated two potentially-major

incidents, (1) an ethanol train derailment, and (2) sulfur tank fires.  TFR's action prevented

these incidents from causing great damage and hazard to people and the environment, and

enabled the Port of Tampa to regain normal operations promptly.

(1) In the very early hours of Thursday, July 25, 2013, 14 railcars of a 88-unit CSX train

bound for the Port of Tampa to deliver Ethanol derailed along Maritime Boulevard, blocking

the Port's main entrance.  Eleven of the derailed railcars had overturned and were lying on

their side, three of which were leaking.  Tampa Fire Rescue (TFR) responded immediately

to the incident, promptly setting up lighting and an ICS structure, and applying large

amounts of alcohol-resistant firefighting foam to suppress vapors and successfully prevented

ignition of the flammable liquid.  TFR worked with CSX and their contractor, SWS

Environmental Services, to stop the three rail cars from leaking further.  The three-day event

ended with the up-righting and removal of the rail cars by CSX.  TFR had units present at

all times.

(2) On Thursday August 8, 2013, TFR responded to a fire in a bulk storage tank# 8

containing molten sulfur, at the Gulf Sulphur Services/Savage Sulfur Services facility in the
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Port of Tampa.  Due to holes in the roof, the facility's steam extinguishment system was

unable to extinguish the fire.  TFR was able to get water into the tank to extinguish the fire,

thus minimizing the amount of sulfur dioxide gas released. SO2 is a corrosive, toxic gas,

which could have posed a significant risk to other Port tenants, as well as nearby residential

areas.  A few days later, the sulfur in the same tank again ignited, and TFR again

extinguished the fire, and maintained a presence during the unloading of the tank.

SWS Environmental Services’ Nomination Form read as follows:

In the very early hours of Thursday, July 25, 2013, 14 railcars of a 88-unit CSX train bound

for the Port of Tampa to deliver Ethanol derailed along Maritime Boulevard, blocking the

Port's main entrance.  Eleven of the derailed railcars had overturned and were laying on

their side, three of which were leaking.

SWS personnel assisted Tampa Fire Rescue by clamping the leaking rail car domes, to

prevent further leaking of the flammable liquid.  SWS used vacuum trucks to remove liquids,

which were increased in volume by heavy rains, and also excavated contaminated soils.

SWS remained on-scene to respond to any further spills until all rail cars were uprighted and

removed.

Additional Material: None

Action Recommended: Presentation of Certificates of Appreciation

B. LEPC DISTRICT 8’s HAZARDOUS MATERIALS EMERGENCY RESPONSE John Meyer
PLAN UPDATE

The annual update of the District 8 LEPC Hazardous Materials Emergency Response Plan is next due on
June 30, 2014.  In order to facilitate this timeline, LEPC staff is about to initiate coordination efforts with
the County Emergency Management staffs and others offering to volunteer the updating and/or verification
of various sections of the Plan.  For the convenience of those willing to participate in this endeavor, LEPC
staff will provide a CD containing the current Plan in various word processing formats as well as PDF. All
revisions will ultimately be incorporated into one unified/revised document. It is anticipated that a motion
will be solicited to authorize the LEPC Chair to transmit the revised Plan to the Florida Division of
Emergency Management upon completion in accordance with the Contract requirement at the May 28, 2014
LEPC meeting.

Additional Material: None.
Action Recommended: None.  Information Only.

C. SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECTS John Meyer

As identified in prior SERC Recaps, the State Emergency Response Commission has tasked the Florida
Division of Emergency Management with establishing a Supplemental Environmental Project (SEP) website
linked to their homepage.  The website will be patterned after that implemented by the State of Illinois

Environmental Protection Agency (www.epa.state.il.us/enforcement/sep) due to its ease of use,
functionality and intuitiveness.
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The following constitutes a “screen capture” of this Illinois EPA website:

By design, the SEP program would allow violating industry the option of funding a SEP(s) in lieu of up to
75% of the assessed fine.  The following apply to SEPs:

! Potential SEPs continue to be solicited from the LEPC(s), hazmat team(s) and other agencies.  While
some SEPs are/can be generic and applicable in most areas, other SEPs could/should be “tailored”
to the needs of the local community and have varying implementation costs.  Allowable SEPs could
consist of equipment and/or resources;

! All SEPs should be pre-approved by FDEM & USEPA for quick potential implementation;
! While funded SEPs can not exceed 75% of the assessed fine value, the violating entity would remain

liable for payment of the balance; and
! Industry could even put a “spin” on the SEP(s) to make it appear as a good community relations

gesture.

Allowable Supplemental Environmental Projects categories are:

CATEGORY QUALIFYING PROJECT

Public Health
Includes examining residents in a community to determine if anyone has experienced health
problems as a result of a company’s violation(s).

Pollution Prevention
These SEPs involve changes so that the company no longer generates some form of pollution.
For example, a company may make its operation more efficient so that it avoids generating
hazardous waste along with its product.

Pollution Reduction
Reduce the amount and/or danger presented by some form of pollution, often by providing
better treatment and/or disposal of the pollutant.

Environmental
Restoration & Protection

Improve the condition of the land, air or water in the area damaged by the violation.  Example,
by purchasing land or developing conservation programs for the land, a company could protect
a source for drinking water.
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Emergency Planning &
Preparedness

Provide assistance to a responsible state or local emergency response or planning entity to
enable these organizations to fulfill their obligations under the Emergency Planning and
Community Right to Know Act (EPCRA).

Assessment & Audits
Agree to examine its operations to determine if it is causing any other pollution problems or
can run its operation better to avoid future violations.  Audits go well beyond standard business
practices.

Environmental
Compliance Promotion

Provide training or technical support to other members of the regulated community to achieve,
or go beyond, compliance with applicable environmental requirements.

Other Projects
Projects with environmental merit which do not fit within the other categories.  Must be fully
consistent with all other provisions of SEP policy and approved by the EPA.

As previously identified, a tank containing 450 gallons of Sodium Hypochlorite burst at the University of
South Florida (USF) Tampa Campus on May 30, 2013.  While air and ground monitoring were immediately
deployed by USF staff to gauge and mitigate the potential threat to public safety, timely notifications of the
incident were not provided to the SERC and the National Response Center.  This delay potentially subjected
USF to fines under the EPCRA and/or CERCLA.

Prior to the “Show Cause” administrative hearing conducted by U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
officials in Atlanta, GA on November 7, 2013 with USF officials, USF’s legal counsel had solicited a
Supplemental Environmental Project(s) from the staffs of the LEPC, Tampa Fire Rescue and the FDEM that
could have been implemented in lieu of the full payment of a potential considerable fine.  It had been
mutually agreed that USF’s assistance in the development of an electronic SEP database/website and
supporting Technical Assistance period would be most beneficial, noting the expertise of professors and
graduate students in the field of computer programming.  It was determined that the USF’s In-Kind
Services/Donations for implementing this initiative would have be valued at $25,000 - $30,000.

Convinced that the release did not leave the site, EPA dismissed all but the CERCLA penalties.  The
magnitude of the release, the particular chemical, timeliness of reporting, mitigation measures and
subsequent actions taken by USF, the fine was ultimately reduced from $2,200 to $1,100, of which a SEP
could be implemented to a maximum of 75% of the fine value (i.e. $825) while the remaining 25%  (i.e.
$275) must be paid in the form of a fine.  Following the hearing, Chief Scott Ehlers (Tampa Fire Rescue)
alternatively proposed the purchase of air monitoring equipment for a local Tampa fire station at a cost of
$1,000 as an alternate SEP.  Upon concurrence of this alternative SEP by U.S. EPA, USF officials favorably
accepted and funded this proposal and paid the balance of the fine, as required.

While the electronic SEP database/website did not come to fruition on this occasion, much of the “legwork”
had been completed and, if elected, this proposal could be funded as a future SEP by any company found
to be in violation with EPCRA statewide.  That is, however, contingent upon the Florida Division of
Emergency Management not finding the funding and implementing this initiative in the interim.

Additional Material: None

Action Recommended: Solicitation of Potential SEP Ideas
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D. ELECTIONS FOR LEPC CHAIR/VICE-CHAIR Hallie Calig

It was announced that the November 20, 2013 LEPC meeting would be the final meeting for Chief Scott
Ehlers as member and Chair of the LEPC due to his pending retirement from Tampa Fire Rescue.  While
Vice-Chair Jeff Tobergte agreed to complete his term as Interim Chair for the LEPC, he did indicate
reservation about his ability to attend the quarterly SERC meetings as well as the corresponding Training
Task Force and LEPC Staff/Chairs meetings, an essential duty for each LEPC Chair statewide.  For this
reason, it was determined that election of a new Chair and Vice-Chair would be most advantageous.  Chief
Jeff Patterson, Hillsborough County Fire Rescue, expressed a desire to succeed Chief Ehlers as Chair for
the LEPC.  Mr. Jeff Tobergte expressed his willingness to extend his current Vice Chairman responsibility
until the next regular election, when he will resume his regular membership status.  The length of these terms
would coincide with the current biennial reappointment schedule for all LEPC members, expiring in August
of 2014.

LEPC members interested in being nominated for either of these positions were instructed to submit their
interest in writing to Mr. John Meyer (LEPC Staff Coordinator) and/or Ms. Hallie Calig (LEPC Nominations
Subcommittee Chair) on or before Friday, February 7, 2014 so that a formal election process of officers
could be conducted at the February 26, 2014 LEPC meeting.  No such nominations were received in this
regard.

Since it was additionally stated that no nominations would be taken from the floor on the day of the meeting,
a motion to elect Chief Jeff Patterson and Jeff Tobergte to the positions of LEPC Chair and LEPC Vice-
Chair respectively, by acclamation, is requested.

Additional Material: None

Action Recommended: Motion to elect Chief Jeff Patterson as LEPC Chair and Jeff Tobergte

as Vice-Chair

E. OTHER BUSINESS (To be Determined and/or may be Applicable)

Agenda Item #13 LEPC LOGO SHIRTS Chair Tobergte

LEPC-Logo shirts will always be made available in a variety of styles, colors and sizes.  Each shirt
will be personally designed to the specifications of the purchaser.  If interested, or for more details,
please consult John Meyer, LEPC Staff Coordinator.

Agenda Item #14 NEXT MEETING - Wednesday, May 28, 2014 Chair Tobergte

Agenda Item #15 ADJOURNMENT Chair Tobergte


