
Asst Chief Scott Ehlers, Chairman  -   Jeff Tobergte, Vice Chairman  -  John Meyer, Coordinator
Tampa Bay Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC), District VIII

4000 Gateway Centre Boulevard, Suite 100, Pinellas Park, FL 33782-6136
Phone 727/570-5151, ext. 29 - FAX 727/570-5118

Email johnm@tbrpc.org    /    LEPC Website http://www.tbrpc.org/lepc

***REMINDER***

Only the abbreviated short-form Agenda will be available at the door the
day of the meeting.  Please remember to bring your full Agenda package
with you to the meeting.

If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order to participate in this meeting,
you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of certain assistance. Please contact John Meyer at the
Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council at (727) 570-5151 X 29 within three working days of the meeting.

LEPC
Meeting
Notice

MEMO TO: Tampa Bay LEPC, District VIII Members/Alternates

FROM: Asst Chief Scott Ehlers, LEPC Chairman and
John Meyer, LEPC Coordinator

SUBJECT: LEPC MEETING - August 28, 2013

DATE: August 19, 2013

The next Tampa Bay LEPC, District VIII meeting will be held on Wednesday morning, August

28, 2013, 10:30 a.m., at the offices of the Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council, 4000 Gateway
Centre Blvd, Suite 100, Pinellas Park, FL 33782. 

The enclosed package of informative materials will recap various agenda items, precluding the need
for detailed discussion at the meeting unless specific questions arise.  The LEPC meeting is expected
to adjourn by noon.    

You are invited to review the LEPC website: www.tbrpc.org/lepc



LEPC
Agenda

TAMPA BAY LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEE (LEPC) 
DISTRICT VIII MEETING 

Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council
4000 Gateway Centre Blvd, Suite 100, Pinellas Park, FL 33782

Wednesday, August 28, 2013 - 10:30 am

***THIS MEETING IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC***

Agenda Item #1 CALL TO ORDER, WELCOME, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - Page 1  Chair Scott Ehlers

Agenda Item #2 APPROVAL OF MINUTES - May 29, 2013 LEPC MEETING - Page 1  Chair Ehlers

Agenda Item #3 DISTRICT 8 LEPC MEMBERSHIP CHANGES - Page 1 John Meyer

Agenda Item #4 RECAP OF QUARTERLY SERC MTGS & TTF’S “PROJECT BOARD” - Page 1 Chair Ehlers

Agenda Item #5 HMEP PROGRAM - PLANNING - Page 9 Subcomm. Chair Alan Pratt

Agenda Item #6 FACILITY DISASTER PLANNING SUBCOMMITTEE - Page 9 John Meyer

Agenda Item #7 HMEP PROGRAM - TRAINING - Page 16 Subcomm. Chair James Johnston

Agenda Item #8 REGIONAL DOMESTIC SECURITY TASK FORCE - Page 17 Betti Johnson

Agenda Item #9A E-PLAN CAPABILITIES & FUNCTIONALITY PRESENTATION - Page 18 Jeff Patterson

Agenda Item #9B ETHANOL TRAIN DERAILMENT PRESENTATION - Page 18 Scott Ehlers/Jeff Tobergte

Agenda Item #10 TRAINING, WORKSHOP AND CONFERENCE OPPORTUNITIES - Page 18 Chair Ehlers

Agenda Item #11 LEPC BUSINESS Chair Ehlers

A. Tampa Bay LEPC HazMat Emergency Response Plan Update - Page 21
B. Thomas Yatabe Awards for 2013 - Page 21
C. “Improving Chemical Facility Safety & Security” Executive Order - Page 21
D. Supplemental Environmental Projects - Page 30
E. Domestic Security Oversight Council Recommendation - Page 31
F. Storm Surge Preparedness for Businesses with Hazardous Materials Workshop - Page 34
G. Other Business (To be Determined and/or may be Applicable) - Page 34

Agenda Item #12 TAMPA BAY LEPC LOGO SHIRTS - Page 34 Chair Ehlers

Agenda Item #13 PUBLIC COMMENTS - Page 34 Chair Ehlers

Agenda Item #14 NEXT MEETING - Wednesday, November 20, 2013 Chair Ehlers

Agenda Item #15 ADJOURNMENT

Asst Chief Scott Ehlers, Chairman  -   Jeff Tobergte, Vice Chairman  - John Meyer, Coordinator
Tampa Bay Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC), District VIII
4000 Gateway Centre Boulevard, Suite 100, Pinellas Park, FL 33782

Phone 727/570-5151, ext. 29  - FAX 727/570-5118
Email: johnm@tbrpc.org  - LEPC Website: www.tbrpc.org/lepc
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Agenda Item #1 CALL TO ORDER, WELCOME, PLEDGE OF
ALLEGIANCE

Chair Scott Ehlers

Agenda Item #2
APPROVAL OF MAY 29, 2013 LEPC MEETING
MINUTES (Transmitted Separately from Agenda)

Chair Ehlers

Agenda Item #3 LEPC DISTRICT 8 MEMBERSHIP CHANGES John Meyer

No LEPC membership changes were proposed or approved in association with the July 12th SERC meeting.

Additional Material: None.
Action Recommended: None.  Information Only.

Agenda Item #4 RECAP OF QUARTERLY SERC MEETINGS Chair Ehlers

The State Emergency Response Commission and associated Subcommittee meetings were held in St. Pete
Beach at the Guy Harvey Outpost on July 11-12, 2013.  LEPC Chair Scott Ehlers and Staff Coordinator John
Meyer attended the meetings.  The following seven pages constitute a Recap of the SERC meeting, inclusive
of discussion items associated with the SERC’s Training Task Force (TTF) and the LEPC Staff & Chairs
meetings.

Additional Material: SERC Meeting Recap (Pages 2-8 of these Agenda materials)
Action Recommended: None.  For Information Only.
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STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION RECAP - 7/12/13
[PAGE 1 of 7]
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STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION RECAP - 7/12/13
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STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION RECAP - 7/12/13
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STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION RECAP - 7/12/13
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STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION RECAP - 7/12/13
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STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION RECAP - 7/12/13
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STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION RECAP - 7/12/13
[PAGE 7 of 7]
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Agenda Item #5 HMEP PROGRAM - PLANNING Committee Chair Alan Pratt

The HMEP Planning Team remains ready to conduct Ammonia Siren Workshops and companion Shelter-in-
Place presentations on short notice at the request of various schools, community groups and/or civic
associations located within or in close proximity to the Port of Tampa.  The Team has continued efforts to
coordinate a future workshop in which applicable Port businesses would be encouraged to self-identify their
hazardous materials and transport processes in order to familiarize their neighboring facilities with their
business practices and to disclose the potential consequences and anticipated response actions if a release
were to occur.  While the Team had initially scheduled the Workshop for April 18, 2013, it was postponed
due to a lack of commitment by many of the targeted industries and the events that had occurred around the
same time period both locally (suspicious package at a Tampa cruise ship terminal) and nationally (West
Fertilizer Plant explosion in Texas).  Team members are currently re-assessing strategy(ies) on how to better
solicit participation from targeted industries.  It was determined that contacting each of the desired industry
representatives by phone or in person will likely be the new and preferred course of action to promote the
event and encourage their participation, an initiative which can and likely will commence soon.  Once
coordinated, a corresponding Workshop Flyer will be prepared for e-mail distribution and notification.  At
this point, it is anticipated that the workshop will occur in the latter quarter of 2013.

Additional Material: None
Action Recommended: None.  For Information Only.

Agenda Item #6 FACILITY DISASTER PLANNING
SUBCOMMITTEE

John Meyer

The LEPC’s Facility Disaster Planning Subcommittee (FDPS) met on July 17, 2013, a Recap of which is
attached.  The meeting included a variety of discussions topics.  The primary topics included: an overview
and discussion of the July 27th “Keeping Your Head Above Water: Storm Surge Preparedness for Business

with Hazardous Materials” Workshop, including an evaluation of responses; update of Florida’s Supplement
Environmental Projects program; and discussion of the Domestic Security Oversight Council’s
recommendation to essentially reduce the number of regional hazmat teams by one-half (to 18).  Similar to
the action taken by SERC, FDPS members suggested drafting a letter from the LEPC to the DSOC Chair
suggesting that consideration of substantially reducing the number of regional Hazmat Teams be postponed
until, at least, a comprehensive, statewide Threats and Vulnerabilities has been conducted and evaluated.
FDPS members also suggested having a presentation on E-Plan capabilities and functionality is association
with the next LEPC meeting.  Both of these have been made part of the August 28th LEPC meeting Agenda.

Additional Materials: FDPS Meeting Recap (Pages 10-15 of these Agenda materials)
Action Recommended: None.  For Information Only.
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FACILITY DISASTER PLANNING SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING RECAP - 7/17/13
[PAGE 1 of 6]
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FACILITY DISASTER PLANNING SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING RECAP - 7/17/13
[PAGE 2 of 6]
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FACILITY DISASTER PLANNING SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING RECAP - 7/17/13
[PAGE 3 of 6]
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FACILITY DISASTER PLANNING SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING RECAP - 7/17/13
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FACILITY DISASTER PLANNING SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING RECAP - 7/17/13
[PAGE 5 of 6]
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FACILITY DISASTER PLANNING SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING RECAP - 7/17/13
[PAGE 6 of 6]
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Agenda Item #7 HMEP PROGRAM - TRAINING Committee Chair James Johnston

LEPC District 8 was allotted a $47,072 FDOT Hazardous Materials Emergency Preparedness (HMEP)
subgrant through the Florida Division of Emergency Management (FDEM) for Hazardous Materials training
for public-sector First Responder during the period of July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2013.  The following
constitutes a final breakdown of expenditures associated with the 2012-13 Contract:

Quar-
ter Date Name Expenses Cumulative Remaining

1

BASE FUNDING UNDER 2012-13 HMEP CONTRACT $47,072.00  

8/23-25/2012 8-Hr. Foam/Ethanol Training, Zephyrhills Fire Dept. $ 5,199.00 $  5,199.00 $41,873.00  

9/12-28/2012 160-Hr. Hazmat Tech Course (5 Students), Pinellas $ 5,815.00 $11,014.00 $36,058.00  

1st Qtr Admin. Expenses/July - Sept. 2012 <Actual1> $ 1,040.00 $12,054.00 $35,018.00  

2

10/23-25/2012 E-Plan Users Conference (J. Patterson), Atlanta, GA $    955.46 $13,009.46 $34,062.54  

11/27-29/2012 24-Hr. Hazmat Life Safety & Command, Manatee $ 3,600.00 $16,609.46 $30,462.54  

12/18-20/2012 8-Hr. Foam/Ethanol Training, Pinellas Co. Hazmat $ 6,100.00 $22,709.46 $24,362.54  

2nd Qtr Admin. Expenses/Oct.-Dec., 2012 <Actual1>  $ 1,627.00 $24,336.46 $22,735.54  

3
NONE $             0 $24,336.46 $22,735.54  

3rd Qtr Admin. Expenses/Jan. - Mar. 2013 <Actual1>  $ 1,125.00 $25,461.46 $21,610.54  

4

4/23-25/2013 8-Hr. Chlorine Refresher Course, Pinellas Co. Hazmat  $ 2,500.00 $27,961.46 $19,110.54  

5/13-17/2013
40-Hr. HazMedic Course3, Ocala (Sent 10 Students/6
Counted)

$ 4,228.00 $32,189.46 $14,882.54  

6/25-27/2013 8-Hr. “Hazmat IQ” Course2, Pinellas Co. Hazmat  $13,350.00 $45,539.46 $ 1,532.54  

4th Qtr Admin. Expenses/April-June, 2013 <Actual1>  $  2,409.00 $47,948.46 [$     876.46] 

FOOTNOTES:
1. Administrative expenses include indirects, internal service charges, auditing, building occupancy, travel time and small miscellaneous ex-

    penses.  Please note that the “estimate,” signified in red, was established at the time of Agenda materials preparation and is presented for
    informational purposes only.  The cost estimate is then revised at the end of each quarter to reflect actual administrative costs once tabul-
    ated, as would be appropriate.

2. Italicization of course name(s) in blue, if applicable, signifies that the course has been committed and approved but not yet conducted.

3. The 40-Hr. Hazmedic course was predominantly funded by LEPC District 5.  LEPC District 8 was responsible for costs associated with
    increasing the size of the course roster size, Per Diem & accommodations at Florida Fire College for the attendees from LEPC District 8.

LEPC District 8 received the same FDOT HMEP subgrant for FY 2013-14 on July 30, 2013 for execution.
The Contract period is retroactively July 1, 2013 - June 30, 2014.  The Contract will be funded in the same
amount as last year ($47,072) but, again, includes a stipulation which mandates 25% of funds (i.e. $11,768)
be expended during the first quarter.  Expenses in excess of this amount will not be reimbursed and unspent
monies must be returned.  The funding is intended to increase public-sector first responder hazardous
materials response training opportunities.  Each training event must meet FDEM’s cost effectiveness criteria
and be transportation-related or include a transportation component or nexus.

HMEP Training Subcommittee Chair J.J. Johnston has scheduled a HMEP Training Subcommittee meeting
on Wednesday, August 28, 2013 at 9:30 a.m. at the LEPC/TBRPC offices, one hour prior to the scheduled
start of the LEPC quarterly meeting.  The primary purpose of the meeting is to solicit training options which
can/will to address the requirement to fund the conduct of public-sector, First Responder training in an
amount equal to 25% of their entire training budgets (~$11,768 for LEPC 8) during the 1st Quarter (i.e. July
1 - Sept. 30, 2013).

Additional Material: None.
Action Recommended: None.  For Information Only.
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Agenda Item #8 REGIONAL DOMESTIC SECURITY TASK FORCE
(RDSTF)

Betti Johnson

The Region 4 RDSTF includes three of the four counties of the LEPC District VIII - Hillsborough, Pasco
and Pinellas as well as Hardee, Polk, Hernando, Citrus and Sumter Counties. The RDSTF Co-Chairs are
Hillsborough County Sheriff David Gee and FDLE Special Agent in Charge (SAC) Rick Ramirez. The
RDSTF is organized to provide to support the National Preparedness Goal of Regional Collaboration.  It is
supported by eight multi-disciplinary/multi-jurisdictional committees which include both traditional and
non-traditional response organizations, each represented by a chair and co-chairs who report directly to the
RDSTF IV chair and co-chair.  The committees which make up the RDSTF are as follows:  Law
Enforcement, Emergency Management, Fire Rescue, Health and Medical, Interoperable Communications,
Training and Exercise, Critical Infrastructure Protection, and Education.

Currently, the discipline committees are meeting to discuss programs and projects for 2014 DHS funding.
Each committee will build regional/statewide funding templates for submittal to the State Working Group
the week of September 9th.  The RDSTF and UASI UAWG will meet in Tampa in October. 

Regional Interoperable Communications 

Region IV is currently updating the Tactical Interoperable Communications Plan (TIC Plan) and is planning
a series of workshops and tabletop exercises culminating in a Regional Interoperable Communications
Exercise the first quarter of next year. Planning is in the preliminary stages and updates will be provided as
they are available.

The RDSTF State Working Group Committees and the Executive Board met the week of April 29th in
Tampa. Discussion included, but was not limited to, the approval of the updated Standard Operating Guides
(SOGs) for Specialty Teams, development of equipment and resource inventory; process of prioritization
of projects for funding, and the critical infrastructure assessments of schools. 

Multi-Year Training and Exercise Planning Workshop

In late fall, each RDSTF region began compiling information on the training and exercise needs of the
agencies within their region. The collection point for this information will be the emergency management
office in each county. The Region 4 Multi-Year Training and Exercise Workshop (MY-TEPW) was held
April 24, 2013. Multi-discipline training and exercises were prioritized regionally and scheduled. The
multi-year calendar was presented at the State MY-TEPW on June 4, 2013. The State MY-TEP will be

available on www.tbrpc.org/rdstf upon final approval. 

Local Training

The list of T&E for FY 2013 was developed last year and we have finalized and posted available training

through September on SERT TRAC website (http://trac.floridadisaster.org/trac/loginform.aspx) and the
TBRPC website. 

Additional Material: None
Action Recommended: None. For Information Only
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Agenda Item #9A
E-PLAN CAPABILITIES &

FUNCTIONALITY PRESENTATION
Jeff Patterson

This past year, the SERC encouraged and promoted the filing of facility Tier II Reports electronically
through E-Plan.  The ~78% submittal rate in E-Plan recorded in Florida’s inaugural year far exceeded
expectations.  Aside from the ease of use and convenience for facilities, the system is dually beneficial to
first responders and the State, whereby facility inventories, addresses and contacts are instantaneously made
available for use in response to future hazmat incidents.  Having timely access to accurate facility
information can certainly result in better response times, improved safety of employees & citizens and a
reduction in property damage.  The E-Plan database can also be accessed for planning purposes.

E-Plan is not a new system.  It was launched, funded and maintained by the U.S. EPA from 2000 - 2008 at
which point it was transferred to the Department of Homeland Security.  As of the current year, 39 States
use E-Plan.  While the source of continued funding is still being determined, FDEM staff has insisted that,
at minimum, Florida will continue to use E-Plan even if Florida operations need to be self-funded.

A presentation will be provided by Mr. Jeff Patterson (Hillsborough County Fire Rescue) on the capabilities
and functionality of E-Plan.

Additional Material: None.
Action Recommended: None.  For Information Only

Agenda Item #9B ETHANOL TRAIN DERAILMENT PRESENTATION
Scott Ehlers/

Jeff Tobergte

It was reported that 14 railcars (of a 88+ unit train) containing Ethanol became derailed at the Maritime
Boulevard entrance to the Port of Tampa during the very early hours of Thursday, July 25, 2013.  Eleven
of the derailed railcars had overturned and were laying on their side, three of which were leaking.  Swift and
appropriate actions taken by the responding agencies, including CSX’s response contractor (SWS Environ-
mental Services) were credited with the fact that there was not a fire, injuries were held to a minimum and
there were no fatalities or mandated evacuations.

One of the local news station produced a 2½ minute video characterizing the incident.  The video, which

will be presented at the LEPC meeting, is viewable at: www.youtube.com/watch?v=4U8auLZ3Q5M.

It is anticipated that each of the presenters will additionally share various photos that were taken before,
during, and after response actions.

Additional Material: None.
Action Recommended: None.  For Information Only

Agenda Item #10
TRAINING, WORKSHOP OR

CONFERENCE OPPORTUNITIES
Chair Ehlers

Information is available for the following Training/Conference events:

A. FDEM’s Training and Events Schedule/Region 4, Various FL Locations/Times (Aug. - Nov. 2013)

B. FDEM’s Training and Events Schedule/Region 6, Various FL Locations/Times (Aug. - Nov. 2013)



Agenda Item #10.A.
8/28/2013
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FDEM TRAINING AND EVENTS SCHEDULE/REGION 4 (Aug. - Nov. 2013), as posted on 8/06/13



Agenda Item #10.B.
8/28/2013
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FDEM TRAINING AND EVENTS SCHEDULE/REGION 6 (Nov. - Aug 2013), as posted on 8/06/13
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Agenda Item #11 LEPC BUSINESS

A. TAMPA BAY LEPC (DISTRICT 8) HAZARDOUS MATERIALS EMERGENCY RESPONSE PLAN

UPDATE John Meyer

The annual update of the Tampa Bay LEPC District 8 Hazardous Materials Emergency Response Plan was
completed as submitted to the FDEM/SERC for approval in accordance with LEPC Contract provisions.
Once approved, the finalized version will be provided to all required entities on CD Rom (in various
formats) and dually posted to the LEPC website.  Such approval is anticipated in conjunction with the
October 4th SERC meeting.

Additional Material: None.
Action Recommended: Information Only.

B. THOMAS YATABE AWARDS FOR 2013 John Meyer

It is that time of year again for each Local Emergency Planning Committee District to nominate deserving

individuals, agencies or organizations for the Thomas Yatabe Award of distinction.  The Award signifies

“Outstanding contribution made in the implementation and support of the Emergency Planning and

Community Right-to-Know Act through achievement(s), accomplishment(s) or superior participation in

hazardous material planning or response.”  While only one nomination will be selected to receive this

prestigious award for each District, all “Runner(s)-Up” will be presented a Certificate of Appreciation.

An e-mail was transmitted to all LEPC members on August 5th to encourage their submittal of
nominees.  The e-mail contained the nomination procedures as well as the Nomination Forms (in PDF &
Word formats).  A duplicate copy of the nomination procedures and the Nomination Form are provided on

the following two pages of these Agenda materials.  The deadline for Nomination submittals remains

Friday, August 30, 2013.

Additional Material: Award Nomination Procedures & Form (Pages 22-23, respectively)

Action Recommended: Solicitation of Award Nominations

C. “IMPROVING CHEMICAL FACILITY SAFETY & SECURITY” EXECUTIVE John Meyer

 ORDER 

On August 1, 2013, President Barack Obama enacted the above-referenced Executive Order (EO).  The EO
was forwarded to LEPC members by LEPC staff shortly following enactment and receipt on August 1st.  In
summary, the EO mandates the establishment of a working group comprised of representatives from the U.S.
Department of Justice, the U.S. Department of Agriculture and the U.S. Department of Transportation in
consultation with the Council on Environmental Quality, National Security Staff, the Domestic Policy
Council, the Office of Science and Technology Policy, the Office of Management and Budget, the White
House Office of Cabinet Affairs, and other agencies/offices designated by the President on Chemical Safety
and Security matters.  The mission of the working group is to provide a “status report” to the President by
May 1, 2014 (i.e. within 270 days of EO enactment).  Interim timeline goals have also been established.

Additional Material: Executive Order (Pages 24-29)
Action Recommended: Information Only.
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Item #11.B. - Thomas Yatabe Award Nomination Procedures
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Item #11.B. - Thomas Yatabe Award Nomination Form
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Item #11.C. - “Improving Chemical Facility Safety & Security” Executive Order
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D. SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECTS John Meyer

As identified in the Recap of the July 12th SERC meeting (see Pages 11-14), as well as others, the Florida
Division of Emergency Management/State Emergency Response Commission is in the process of
establishing a Supplemental Environmental Project (SEP) website linked to their homepage.  The website

will be patterned after that implemented by the State of Illinois (www.epa.state.il.us/enforcement/sep)
due to its ease of use, functionality and intuitiveness.

By design, the program would allow violating industry to optionally fund a SEP(s) in lieu of full fine
payment.  The following apply to SEPs:

! Potential SEPs continue to be solicited from the LEPC(s), hazmat team(s) and other agencies.
While some SEPs are/can be generic and applicable in most areas, other SEPs could/should be
“tailored” to the needs of the local community and have varying implementation costs.  Allowable
SEPs could consist of equipment and/or resources;

! All SEPs should be pre-approved by FDEM & USEPA for quick potential implementation;
! Funded SEPs can not exceed 75% of the assessed fine value.  The violating industry would

remain liable for payment of the balance; and
! Industry could even put a “spin” on the SEP(s) to make it appear as a good community relations

gesture.

Allowable Supplemental Environmental Projects categories are:

CATEGORY QUALIFYING PROJECT

Public Health
Includes examining residents in a community to determine if anyone has experiences
health problems as a result of a company’s violation(s).

Pollution Prevention
These SEPs involve changes so that the company no longer generates some form of
pollution.  For example, a company may make its operation more efficient so that it
avoids generating hazardous waste along with its product.

Pollution Reduction
Reduce the amount and/or danger presented by some form of pollution, often by
providing better treatment and/or disposal of the pollutant.

Environmental
Restoration &

Protection

Improve the condition of the land, air or water in the area damaged by the violation.
Example, by purchasing land or developing conservation programs for the land, a
company could protect a source for drinking water.

Emergency Planning &
Preparedness

Provide assistance to a responsible state or local emergency response or planning entity
to enable these organizations to fulfill their obligations under the Emergency Planning
and Community Right to Know Act (EPCRA).

Assessment & Audits
Agree to examine its operations to determine if it is causing any other pollution problems
or can run its operation better to avoid future violations.  Audits go well beyond standard
business practices.

Environmental
Compliance Promotion

Provide training or technical support to other members of the regulated community to
achieve, or go beyond, compliance with applicable environmental requirements.

Other Projects
Projects with environmental merit which do not fit within the other categories.  Must be
fully consistent with all other provisions of SEP policy and approved by the EPA.

Additional Material: None

Action Recommended: Solicitation of Potential SEP Ideas
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E. DOMESTIC SECURITY OVERSIGHT COUNCIL RECOMMENDATION Scott Ehlers

The Domestic Security Oversight Council (DSOC) recently released a recommendation to reduce the
number of funded regional Hazmat Teams from 35+ to 18 teams statewide, with a maximum of three per
RDSTF Region.  This subject was a common theme for discussion at the quarterly SERC, Training Task
Force and LEPC Staff & Chairs meetings held in mid-July.  While there are seven RDSTF Regions in
the State, only one regional Hazmat Team exists in the Pensacola area and two exist in Tallahassee, there
would be no changes or potential future expansion in these areas.  However, all other areas of the State
would be affected and would have to absorb the proposed reductions.  To date, no justification for the
significant reduction has been provided beyond the presumed financial savings.  If approved, the forced
reduction does not appear to take into consideration many extremely important factors, like: location of
radiological facilities, population concentrations, bulk chemical storage facilities, military bases,
pipelines...

This is particularly troubling to the constituents and residents of the Tampa Bay area when factoring in
the Port of Tampa and its known hazardous materials commodities, MacDill Air Force Base/Central
Command, numerous sports venues, Busch Gardens, the University of South Florida, and several
nationally-acclaimed hospitals and Institutions, to name a few...

SERC member (and Fire Chief) Mike Murphy mentioned that the SERC developed the standards and
criteria for regional Hazmat Teams in the early 1990s and designated most of their present numbers and
locations in order to ensure ample protection.  That way, hazmat equipment and capabilities would be in
close proximity to any/all hazmat incidents.  Most of the hazmat team funding was initially and remains
at the local level.

As identified in the SERC Recap presented earlier in these Backup Agenda materials (i.e. Pages 2-3), the
SERC unanimously approved the transmittal of a letter to Chair of the DSOC, with a copy to the
Governor, recommending that reduction in the number of regional Hazmat Teams be postponed until, at
minimum, a statewide, comprehensive, Threats and Vulnerabilities Assessment has been conducted and
evaluated.  Issues such as ensuring ample protection of industries and the community and the status/fate
of de-activated Hazmat Team personnel and resources would also need to be addressed.

LEPCs, especially with a large concentration of known “targets,” were encouraged to craft similar
correspondences.

LEPC staff is seeking a motion to authorize the Chair to send a letter recommending maintaining
the existing structure and funding of the regional Hazmat Teams until, at minimum, a
comprehensive, statewide Threats and Vulnerabilities Assessment has been conducted and
analyzed to justify the proposed reduction.  The suggested letter is provided on the Pages 32-33 of
these Agenda materials.

Additional Material: None

Action Recommended: Motion to authorize Chairman to transmit above-referenced letter.
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E. KEEPING YOUR HEAD ABOVE WATER: STORM SURGE PREPAREDNESS John Meyer
FOR BUSINESSES WITH HAZARDOUS MATERIALS WORKSHOP

In conjunction with the Tampa Port Authority, the LEPC’s Facility Disaster Planning Subcommittee
coordinated the above-referenced Workshop held on Thursday, June 27, 2013 at Tampa Cruise Terminal
#3.  The event was a tremendous success and drew nearly 50 attendees.  Each of the presenters prepared
PowerPoint® presentations for discussion of their topics.  Following the Workshop, all presentations were

subsequently linked to the LEPC’s website (http://www.tbrpc.org/lepc/lepc_surgeworkshop.shtml).

The Workshop topics consisted of: “Storm Surge 101” and Meteorological Trends; Identification of

Vulnerabilities & Chemical Storage; Business Continuity Planning; Contingency Planning; and Lessons

Learned from SuperStorm Sandy.  

The LEPC would like to formally thank the following Workshop presenters/contributors who were all vital
to the success of the Workshop through the issuance of Certificates of Appreciation:

! Capt. Michael Buffington, Tampa Bay Pilots Association
! Bob Callahan, Tampa Port Authority
! Thea Dunmire, FDPS Chair/ENLAR Compliance
! Steve Elliot, Elliot Consulting
! LCDR Navin Griffin, U.S. Coast Guard
! Tom Iovino, Pinellas County Communications
! Betti Johnson, TBRPC/RDSTF
! Lynne McChristian, Insurance Information Institute
! RAMD William Merlin, Retired USCG/Tampa Bay Harbor Safety & Security Committee
! Dan Noah, National Weather Service
! Erinn Skiba, HCFR/Office of Emergency Management
! Jeff Tobergte, FDEP/Office of Emergency Response
! Lynne Vadelund, CF Industries
! Patricia Williams, HRP Associates, Inc.

F. OTHER BUSINESS (To be Determined and/or may be Applicable)

Agenda Item #12 LEPC LOGO SHIRTS Chair Ehlers

LEPC-Logo shirts will always be made available in a variety of styles, colors and sizes.  Each shirt
will be personally designed to the specifications of the purchaser.  If interested, or for more details,
please consult John Meyer, LEPC Staff Coordinator.

Agenda Item #13 PUBLIC COMMENTS Chair Ehlers

Agenda Item #14 NEXT MEETING - Wednesday, November 20, 2013 Chair Ehlers

Agenda Item #15 ADJOURNMENT Chair Ehlers


