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STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION (SERC) MEETING April 3, 2009 - 10:00 a.m.

The primary items of business were:

! approval of new/revised LEPC members [including the following District 8 modifications/additions:
Roberto Gonzalez (Primary), Glenn Hall (Primary), Steve McCarthy (Primary), Chet Klinger (Primary),
Dale Hanson (Alternate), Charles Rowe (Alternate), Craig Maciuba (Alternate) and Mark Koretchko
(Alternate)];

! provided updates on the status of SERC’s Subcommittee on Training Projects/Initiatives:

< establishment of Hazardous Materials Medical Treatment Protocols “to facilitate rapid medical
identification and possible intervention of a victim or victims of a chemical exposure within the
response community, at a medical event and/or at the scene of a Hazardous Materials Incident, or
Weapons of Mass Destruction event”;

< Liquid Petroleum Gas/Natural Gas Industry initiative to standardize training and equipment in order
to foster a better working relationship with the Local Emergency Planning Committees, the State
Division of Emergency Management and the Fire Departments/Hazmat Teams in the event of a
hazardous materials incident and to become part of incident command;

< work with the Department of Health on establishing awareness level training conferences with the
hazmat teams;

< invite member of Transportation Security Administration (TSA) to participate with SERC’s SOT
due to their expertise to analyze “plume” effects in air modeling;

< monitor proposed legislation to determine potential affect(s) on chemical facilities;
< recognize that changes to LEPC Membership categories will potentially be considered at the July

SERC meeting; and
< work with Department of Education concerning the development of criteria for schools regarding

chemical and hazardous materials.

! update on the status of E-Plan access.  The current status is that all Florida LEPCs, nearly b of all Florida
County Emergency Management Departments, and approximately 300 “Other” users have now been
provided electronic access to E-Plan;

! Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations.  In December, EPA implemented rules exempting most farms
from hazardous materials reporting.  However, large farms still meeting pre-determined thresholds need to
do a one-time, three-step reporting process, including verification of calculations;

! Recognized that the Hazardous Materials Incident Reports were contained in the SERC Agenda Packets.
The incidents occurring with the Tampa Bay Region (designated as “LEPC 8”) between the period of March
1, 2008 - February 28, 2009 are identified within Exhibit 1 of this Recap;



! identified the Audit/Inspection Work Plan for the Risk Management Program (RMP) for FY 2009-10, the
dates of which are yet to be determined.  In the Tampa Bay Region, the facilities scheduled for the conduct
of an RMP Audit/Inspection are:

OWNER/OPERATOR    LOCATION           CHEMICAL(S) PRIMARY ACTIVITY
Brenntag Mid South         Tampa      Chlorine          Chemical & Allied Products
Gulf Bay Chemical      Clearwater      Chlorine       Business Services
Hills. County/NW WWTP              Tampa      Chlorine           Sewage Treatment Facility
Reddy Ice       Plant City     Ammonia       Ice Manufacturing
Smithfield Packing Company       Plant City     Ammonia      Sausages & Other Prepared Meats

! authorized transmittal of letter to the Environmental Protection Administration regarding the need to update
select LEPC membership categories (e.g. Civil Defense ÷ Emergency Management & First Aid ÷ EMS).

EXHIBIT 1



EXHIBIT 1 (Continued)



EXHIBIT 1 (Continued)



SUBCOMMITTEE ON TRAINING (formerly SERC’s Training Task Force) April 2, 2009 - 9:30 a.m.

The prominent discussion items included:

! Liquid Petroleum Gas/Natural Gas (LPG/NG).  Provided a status update on Initiative to standardize
hazardous materials equipment and training needs for the LPG/NG industry.  The desired goal of this
industry is to foster a better working relationship with the Local Emergency Planning Committees, the State
Division of Emergency Management and the Fire Departments/Hazmat Teams in the event of a hazardous
materials incident.

! Tox-Medic.  Provided an update on the standardization of qualifications regarding responders to hazardous
materials incidents.  Identified the specific credentials/training needed to attain the “Operational, Toxmedic
and Hazmedic”qualifications.

! E-Plan.  Provided an update that all LEPC, 2/3 of all County Emergency Management coordinators and 300
“Others” have been provided E-Plan access.  Any other State agencies desiring access to E-Plan must
ultimately be approved by the State Administrator for DEM.  Further local approvals can be attained through
the Emergency Management Coordinators and/or the LEPC designees.

! HAZUS Web Portal.  An update of the status of the HAZUS program was provided.  The program is
designed to provide damage cost estimates associated with hurricanes, floods and earthquakes of varying
intensities.  State DEM staff has asserted that all 302 & 311 facilities have now been entered into the
HAZUS program and that certain revisions are now being coordinated, such as the latitude/longitude
mapping features;

! State Homeland Security Grant Program (SHSGP).   Self Assessment Tool to determine qualifications
of Hazmat Teams.  A total of 31 (of the recognized 35) hazmat teams have now been qualified (e.g. Type
“2” or “3”) depending on capabilities and resources.  The typing shall be coordinated through SERC’s SOT.

! Initiatives for 2009.  Identified the following initiatives: establish “Team credentials” for hazardous
materials response teams to be National Incident Management System (NIMS) compliant; provide public
outreach/education to promote chemical industry as part of the public school curriculum; build a greater
relationship with the Public and Environmental Health Department; and identify funding opportunities for
cost recovery associated with hazardous material incidents.

LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEE CHAIRS/STAFF April 2, 2009 - 1:30 p.m.

Each District reported on their recent and future hazardous materials training events and activities.  The following
serve as additional highlights of the meeting:

! introduced the newest DEM staff member, Mr. Lewis Ritter Jr.;
! acknowledged that Hazardous Material Awareness Week was viewed as tremendously successful due to the

coordinated effort;
! determined that next year’s theme for Hazardous Materials Awareness Week (HMAW) will be the

promotion of chemical education in the public schools.  The dates of HMAW 2010 will be coordinated
during the next quarterly meetings;

! DEM staff identified that this is the approximate mid-point in the HMEP contract;
! DEM staff agreed to provide additional funds for travel reimbursement, if necessary;
! Companies can fill out Florida HMIS forms in lieu of completing Tier 2 forms;



! The following represent the consensus of LEPC Membership Category modifications resulting from polling
of all the Florida LEPCs.  The majority vote for each proposed modification is identified in RED followed
by the final tallies of all LEPC Districts’ voting.  The only deviation from LEPC District 8 voting was #1,
below:

1. Do retired members remain in their previously assigned categories? YES (7/4)

2. Do we combine categories that contain a “and” as defined by EPCRA Section 301?
YES (8/2)

3. Can one person represent two categories on the LEPC? NO (3/7)

4. Do we allow locally specific categories to each district? YES (8/3)

5. Do we eliminate categories? NO (10/0)

6. Should the “interested citizen” category be retained as a membership category? YES
(9/0)

While 11 LEPC Districts in the State were represented in the voting, one (or more) abstained from voting
on particular issue(s).  It is anticipated that these majority votes will be forwarded to SERC’s Subcommittee
on Training for endorsement at their next meeting (i.e. July 9 ) and potentially forwarded to the SERC forth

potential action at their July 10  meeting.th


