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SOLAR IN FLORIDA 

 Florida ranks 3rd in U.S. for solar potential, but is 

14th in installed solar capacity (2014) 

 

 19 other states installed more solar electric 

capacity than Florida did in 2014 

 

 4,800 solar industry jobs in Florida at 409 

companies/firms (2014) 

 

 

 



SOLAR IN THE U.S. 

 $13.4 billion market in U.S. for solar PV in 2014 

 Up from $3 billion in 2009 

 

 6,201 megawatts installed in 2014 – 30% increase 

from previous year 

 

 40% of all new electricity brought online in 1st half 

of 2015 was solar, outpacing natural gas 

 

 



PROJECT OVERVIEW 

U.S. Department Of Energy SunShot 

Initiative Rooftop Solar Challenge 



 



PROGRAM GOALS 

Remove barriers 

Reduce “soft” 
costs of solar 

PV installs 

Increase 
access to 
financing 

Promote solar 
adoption 



SOLAR READY FLORIDA PROGRAM 

 Local government participation  

 Stakeholder engagement 

 Convene working group meetings 

 Identify solar best practices for the Tampa Bay 

Region 

 Provide training opportunities through our project 

partners 

 Research the region’s solar market conditions  

 

 



SOLAR READY FLORIDA PROGRAM 

 Project runs through Spring 2016 

 

 Current focus is on  

 Local government and stakeholder engagement 

 Collecting “solar metrics” data for individual jurisdictions 

 Solar best management practices implementation  

 

 

 



SOLAR READY FLORIDA PROGRAM 

 Project runs through March 2016 

 

 Project focus is on  

 Local government and stakeholder engagement 

 Collecting “solar metrics” data for individual jurisdictions 

 Solar best management practices implementation  

 

 

 



SOLAR BEST 

MANAGEMENT 

PRACTICES  

 



SOLAR BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 

 Develop Solar Ready Guidelines for new 

residential construction 
 

 Local Gov’t Implementation Action: Distribute voluntary 

solar ready construction guidelines as part of the 

permitting process for new residential construction  

 

 

 

 





DUNEDIN SOLAR READY GUIDELINES 

BROCHURE 



CITY OF BRADENTON COMPREHENSIVE PLAN – 

COASTAL MANAGEMENT AND CONSERVATION 

ELEMENT 



CITY OF BRADENTON COMPREHENSIVE PLAN – 

COASTAL MANAGEMENT AND CONSERVATION 

ELEMENT 



SOLAR BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 

 Create a Centralized Information Source for 

disseminating info about solar permitting and more 
 

 Local Gov’t Implementation Action: Create a Solar 

Landing Page for the city’s or county’s website 

 

 

 

 



http://www.tbrpc.org/solarreadyflorida/

solarlandingpage_template.shtml 

 

SOLAR LANDING PAGE 

TEMPLATE 

http://www.tbrpc.org/solarreadyflorida/solarlandingpage_template.shtml
http://www.tbrpc.org/solarreadyflorida/solarlandingpage_template.shtml
http://www.tbrpc.org/solarreadyflorida/solarlandingpage_template.shtml


http://www.epchc.org/index.aspx?NID=310 

 

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY SOLAR ENERGY 

INFORMATION PAGE 

http://www.epchc.org/index.aspx?NID=310
http://www.epchc.org/index.aspx?NID=310


NEXT STEPS - SPARC 

 SPARC - Solar Powering America by Recognizing 

Communities 

 U.S. Department of Energy designation program to 

recognize communities that implement solar best 

management practices 

 Implementing solar BMPs will put Tampa Bay area 

local governments ahead of many other regions 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NEXT STEPS - SPARC 

 Designation program and criteria will launch 

March/April 2016 

 Technical assistance will be available to 

communities that want to become designated  

 Late 2016 launch of SPARC Fellows program 

which will house a fellow in a local government or 

regional organization to be a point person to 

encourage communities to become designated and 

provide technical assistance 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CONTACT US 

 

Brady Smith 
Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council 

brady@tbrpc.org 

(727) 570-5151 x42 

www.tbrpc.org 

 

www.SolarReadyFlorida.com 
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