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   The Problem 
 

U.S. Manufacturing Industry Concerns: 
 
• Inability to Find Experienced Employees 

• Skilled Machinists and Technicians Retiring 

• Manufacturers Need Are Short & Long Term 

• Current Training Programs Only Address Short Term 
Needs (Apprenticeships address Long Term) 

• Employee Turnover Due to High Demand for 
Experienced Workers 



 

   The Problem 
 

• U.S. Students graduating can’t find jobs                 
(Due to lack of experience) 

• University Students Graduating with 
Huge Debt in Student Loans 



 

  FACTS - German Small to Med Business 
(Up to 500 employees; 50 Eu/yr) 

1. 99% of German Manufacturing Companies are SME’s; employing 
60% of total (15.5 M Employees) 

2. Contributes 52% to German Economy 
3. Employs 83.2% of Apprentices in Germany 
4. 20% of Employees work in Manufacturing (in USA, 13.8%) 
5. German SME’s employ 61.3% of workforce (in USA, 46.2%) 
6. Hidden Champions (1,307 World Leaders (in USA, 366) 

 

GERMAN SME MANUFACTURERS CONTRIBUTE 
THEIR INDUSTRIAL SUCCESS TO THEIR 
APPRENTICESHIP TRAINING PROGRAM 



 

   The German Model… 

…blends Academic 



 

   The German Model… 

…blends Academic with “Hands-On”  
   Practical Experience 



 

AMskills Mission: Establish World-class German Style 

Apprenticeship Training Centers That Help Young Adults Obtain 
Hands-On Workforce Experience AND Help Local Manufacturers 
Obtain Qualified & Trained Employees 
 



 

Four Year Apprenticeship & Training Program 
 

Florida Industry Certifications 
Initially Offered: 
 
• Electronics Technician 
• Mechatronics Technician 
• Industrial Mechanic 
• Tool Maker 



 

AMSkills Initiative Allows STUDENTS the 
opportunity to gain “HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE”  

 



 

AMSkills Initiative Allows STUDENTS the 
opportunity to “Work for a Local Manufacturer” 
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   Funding - $1.15 Million 
Year 1 – FY 14/15  



 

   County Funding - $600,000 
Years 2 & 3 

Current - $3,266 per Month = $39,192 
Option 1: ICTC Budget - $2,400 per month - $28,800 
Option 2: County Pays Lease Rates Years 2 & 3 
Option 3: Sub-Lease To Collaborative Partners 



 

  Educational Partners 
 

Current - $3,266 per Month = $39,192 
Option 1: ICTC Budget - $2,400 per month - $28,800 
Option 2: County Pays Lease Rates Years 2 & 3 
Option 3: Sub-Lease To Collaborative Partners 



 

   Manufacturing Partners 
 



  

International Collaborative Partners 
 

• World Leaders in Advanced Manufacturing 
• World Leaders in Advanced Manufacturing Training Equipment 
• World Leaders in Advanced Manufacturing Education 

• Collective Annual Revenues = $16 Billion! 
 



 

  Locations 
 



 

  How We Got To Where We Are Today 
 

1,500+ Attended 
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Introduction of Program To Students 

 

  Industry Days in Schools 
February – April, 2015 

1,500+ Attended 



• Parents, Students & Manufacturers 

 

   Town Hall Meetings 
      May, 2015 

 

226 Attended 



 

   One Day Production Workshop 
June 6th & 13th, 2015 

     

72 Attended 



 

   6-Week Summer Orientation  
July 13 – August 7, 2015 

       

Safety & Hands-On Skills Training 

38 Attended 



 

   Manufacturer Tours 
 



• Hands On Skills 

• Math  & Writing 

• Attitude 

 

   Student Evaluations  

Apprenticeship Selection 
       



 

 U.S. Public Relations 
 



 

 International Public Relations 
 



This picture 
shows the 

future! 

From 20 to 200 

 

  Economic Development 
       



 

   Apprenticeship Program - Charlotte 
       



 

   Apprenticeship Program - Charlotte 
       



 

   Apprenticeship Program - Charlotte 
       



 

 Tampa Bay Economic Development 
       

Sowing The Seeds For Economic Development 



 

How Can TBRPC Further Help? 
 

Marketing Support Within Schools, Libraries & Recreation Department 
to Recruit Future Apprentices 



 

How Can TBRPC Help? 
 

Unleash The Significant Potential Amongst 
Tampa Bay Manufacturers  



 

How Can TBRPC Help? 
 

Assist in Finding Financial Support to 

Funding 
 

Facilities 
 

Equipment 
 



    

                          

Invitation to AMskills German Delegation Tour 
To Nuernberg & Stuttgart 

 

November 6-14, 2015 
 

Visits to Weiler, Hoffmann Group, FESTO, KUKA Robotics, 
Kramski and World Class Advanced Manufacturing 

Training Centers 
 

Contact Bryan Kamm 
 

bkamm@amskills.org 
813-415-7514 cell 

mailto:bkamm@amskills.org


 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

  
 

 
 
 
 

  

 Go to 

www.AMSkills.org 



  
 

 
 
 
 

  

Questions? 


