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HISTORY 
A 1984 release at Methyl iso- 

cyanate at a Union Carbide facility 

in Bhopal, India killed thousands 

of villagers and affected as many 

as 800,000 more through long- 

term illnesses, chronic health symptoms and birth 
defects. 

 

In 1985, Aldicarb oxime was released at another Union 
Carbide facility, this time in Institute, WV.  More than 
100 required hospitalization. 
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LEGISLATION 

The following legislation was enacted as a result of the 

releases to establish regulations designed to improve 

chemical safety, protect public health, protect the environ- 

ment and increase public awareness: 

 

• Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act of 1986 
(aka “SARA Title III”)  

• Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act 
(“EPCRA”) of 1988 
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HAZARDOUS MATERIALS/CHEMICALS 
• The EPA’s “List of Lists” govern the 
     reporting requirements associated with 
     thousands of chemicals by establishing 
     reporting thresholds. 
 
• Dependent on the chemical(s) and 
     quantity(ies) present at a facility, a 
     facility may be required to comply with various 
     portions of the law. 
 
• Some of the more discernable chemicals produced and/or 

stored locally are: Ammonia, Chlorine, Sulfuric Acid, Sulfur 
Dioxide and Many restricted Pesticides. 
 



LEPC MEMBERSHIP 

 
●   Emergency Management (8) 
●   Firefighting (8) 
●   First Aid/EMS (4) 
●   Health (6) 
●   Law Enforcement (6) 
●   Local Environmental (5) 
●   Hospital (2) 
●   Transportation (6) 

 
●   Print & Broadcast Media (2) 
●   Community Groups (4) 
●   Facility Owners & Operators (7) 
●   Elected State & Local Officials (0)* 
●   Non-Elected Local Officials (2) 
●   Water Management District (2) 
●   Interested Citizens (3) 
●   “Local Option” (3) 

Each of the LEPCs within the State are represented by a variety of 
membership categories.  The following represents the pre-defined 
categories throughout the State and the corresponding number of 
representatives on LEPC District 8: 

* - Only category without current representation in LEPC District 8. 



LEPC OUTREACH 
 

Each year, the Tampa Bay LEPC conducts 

various outreach activities & initiatives. 

During the past year, LEPC staff: 

 
●   conducted How-to-Comply workshops; 

●   coordinated “Keeping your Head Above Water: Storm Surge Pre- 

      paredness for Businesses with Hazardous Materials” Workshop;   

●   provided Ammonia/“Shelter-in-Place” presentation to Florida 

      Aquarium staff; 

●   attended numerous Tampa Bay Spill Committee and Ammonia Han- 

      dlers/ Operators meetings; and 

●   attended initial meetings of consortium to educate residents and 

      businesses located adjacent to Port Tampa Bay. 



LEPC TRAINING 

Each year, the Tampa Bay LEPC is allotted slightly more than $47,000 to 
conduct hazardous materials training for public-sector first responders. 

 

The following training events/expenditures were 

coordinated through and funded by the Tampa Bay 

LEPC staff during FY 2013-14: 

 

● 40-Hr. HazMedic course 

● 40-Hr. Marine Firefighting for Land-Based Firefighters course 

● 8-Hr. CAMEO course 

● Attendance at the two-day annual Hazmat Symposium 

● 5-Hr. TRANSCAER training (Ammonia, Chlorine, Ethanol & 
 Railcar Safety) 

● Attendance at 160-Hr. Hazardous Materials Technicians course 

● 24-Hr. Air Monitoring for Hazmat Technicians 

 



EXERCISES 
Each year, Tampa Bay LEPC staff participates in a variety of exercises, 
typically  revolving around the simulated release of hazardous material(s) 
and the subsequent/associated response measures.  During the past year, 
LEPC staff: 

 
●   Participated in the “Hightide” exercise 
      primarily coordinated by the Florida National 
      Guard/48th CST & FBI.  The scenario involved 
      a simulated Chlorine release in the marine 
      environment. 

 
●   Participated in the initial planning meeting’s associated with the 
      U.S. Coast Guard’s “Old Port Tampa” exercise envisioned for 
      November 2014.  The scenario will involve the accidental collision 
      between two marine vessels due to severe weather conditions 
      with a resulting oil spill. 


