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Hillsborough County Aviation 
Authority Enabling Legislation 

 
The economic validity and stability of the 

publicly owned or operated airports in 

the county is a matter of statewide 

importance. 

The policy of this state is to promote the 

development of commerce and tourism 

to secure to the people of this state the 

benefits of those activities conducted in 

the state. 
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Tampa International Airport: An Economic Engine for the Region 

• 7,500 people employed by airport and its tenants 
• 24,000 jobs supported 
• Generates $7 billion in economic activity each year 
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FY2013 Revenue Performance 
During FY13, Authority revenues increased $6.7 million compared to FY12 
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FAA Rankings - Large Hub Airports 
Tampa International is categorized as one of America’s largest airports. 
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Source: FAA Air Carrier Activity Information System (ACAIS), http://www.faa.gov/airports/planning_capacity/passenger_allcargo_stats/passenger/ 
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Florida Rankings - Airports 
Tampa International is the state’s fourth-largest airport. 
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FY2014 Total Passengers 
TPA is projected to serve 17.2 million passengers in FY14, a 1.8% increase over FY13. 
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FY10-FY14 Passenger Performance 
International traffic has increase by 42% from FY10. 
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London 

Daily flights 

Nonstop service to  
Havana, Holguín and Santa Clara 

New international service 

Second frequency began March 2014 

Zurich 

Cuba 

Panama 

Four times weekly service 
began December 2013 
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Alaska Airlines Nonstop Flights to Seattle 
Announced in February; new service starts in June 
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Tampa International Airport – The History 

Concept approved: October 1963  

• Ten airports were studied including 
walking distances  

• Concept of separating landside and 
airside functions was born     

 

Selected plan was based on two criteria: 
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Opened April 15, 1971 after a 9 years of planning, design and construction 

• Total cost:  $84 million 

• Capacity:  20 million annual passengers 

• Passengers at the time of opening:  3.7 million annual passengers 

 

• Passenger walking distances were to be a 
maximum of 700 feet 

• Capable of expanding without interfering 
with the basic structure or concept 
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Tampa International Airport – 1963 Study 

Terminal Design Goals: 

•  Human Values 

•  Airline economics 

•  Airport financial considerations 

Human Values: 

“Human values, as expressed by physical 
and psychological comforts, are of 
significant importance simply because the 
air transportation market is made up of 
human beings” 

“Elements relating to psychological comfort 
may be considered to include waiting 
times, speed and ease of check in, ease of 
locating flight departure room, and any 
other factor which contributes to the 
psychological comfort or discomfort of the 
passenger”  14 
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Tampa International Airport – Built in 1971 
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First Airport People Mover System 
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The Next Generation of Passenger Comfort 
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20-Year Passenger Forecast 
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Estimated Cost:  $943 million 

Jobs created:  More than 9,000 

Timeline: 2014-2017 

 

Projects:  

• 2.3 million-square-foot consolidated rental 
car center 

• 1.3‐mile Automated People Mover 
connecting rental car center to main terminal 

• Transfer level expansion 

 

Benefits: 

• Removes cars and buses from airport 
roadways and curbsides 

• Allows rental car companies to grow 

• Adds 2,414 spaces to long-term parking 
garage 

• Includes  connections to regional transit 

 

Master Plan Phase 1 
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Rendering of APM station at Main Terminal 
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Rendering of APM station at Main Terminal 
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brady
Stamp

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d-ulvN9Yw6U&feature=c4-overview&list=UUP8H8krGA2LR6l5T_HmFWPg
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Main Terminal Existing Elevation View - Before 

Main Terminal Existing Elevation View - After 

Master Plan Phase 1 
Terminal Expansion 
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Master Plan Phase 1 
Terminal Expansion: Rendering of walkway from APM station 
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Potential for Premium Transit Around the Airport  
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Serving the region 

Outbound Passengers:   

• 30% Hillsborough County  

• 30% Pinellas County 

• 8% Pasco County 

• 8% Sarasota County 

 

Inbound passengers: 

• In 2012, more than 2.6 million Pinellas 
County visitors arrived via Tampa 
International Airport  
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Connections to the airport 
Increased public transit service to TPA are in the works 

Hillsborough County 
• Express service from 

downtown   
 
Pinellas County 
• Greenlight Pinellas plans 

call for express service 
from St. Petersburg, 
Pinellas Park, Clearwater 
and New Port Richey 

 
Polk County 
• Plans call for express bus service from Lakeland to the James Haley 

VA Hospital and Tampa International Airport 
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