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IDENTIFYING & 

UPDATING 

REGIONAL RESEARCH 

PRIORITIES 



TBEP Comprehensive Conservation & Management Plan Update 

 Bay Habitats 

 Fish and Wildlife/Invasive Species 

 Toxics and Public Health Actions 

 Dredging Action Plan 

 Spill Prevention 

o Wastewater Actions 

 Water & Sediment Quality 

 Public Education & Involvement 

 Public Access 

 Climate Change 

 Local Implementation 

2015 

2017 



Identifying Research Priorities  

 2006 CCMP Update Identified Research Priorities for 
Tampa Bay 

 2009-2011: TBEP TAC Updated List of Priorities Developed 
(Web-based Surveys) 

 

 Led to current TBEP focused projects 

 Tidal Tributary Research 

 NNC Development / Salinity Barrier Removal Studies / Flow 
Monitoring 

 Focusing Compensatory Mitigation  Habitat Restoration 
Priorities 

 Habitat Restoration Opportunities in OTB Watershed 

 OTB Integrated Model Development 

 CCHA, SLR Vulnerability, Blue Carbon Projects 

 

http://www.tbeptech.org/committees/tac/203-tac-priorities-progress-to-date  
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Current List (As of TAC Review thru 2011) 

A. Tidal Creek Research & Monitoring 

B. Improve Pollutant Loading Estimates 

C. FW Inflow Research & Assessments (MFLs) 

D. Climate Change Research 

E. Tampa Bay Estuary Nutrient TMDL 

F. Watershed Development Impacts 

G. TN TMDLs/BMAPs in the Watershed 

H. Habitat Quantity & Quality Assessments 

I. Ungaged Streamflow & Groundwater 

J. Improve Watershed & Bay WQ Modeling 

K. Coordinate Restoration Efforts 

L. Seagrass Recovery Problem Areas 

Higher 

Priority 

Lower 

Priority 
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Newer TAC Priorities (In no particular order!) 

 Emerging Contaminant Concerns 

 PAHs (coal-tar based sealants), PPCPs, 
Microplastics, Herbicides 

 

 Critical Coastal Habitat Status, Trends & 
Targets for Remaining Key Habitats 

 Oysters, Hard/Live Bottom, Tidal Flats, Artificial 
Habitats, Tidal Creeks, Coastal Uplands 

 

 Cross-cutting Research & Management Plan 
Implementation 

 More integration of social/behavioral research 

 Restoration/mitigation for multiple/watershed 
benefits 

Social 

Intervention 

to Change 

Behavior 

Community 

Awareness 

Behavior 

Change 

Occurs 

Environmental 

Improvement 



CCMP Update: New Research Needed 

 Bay Habitats 

 Re-evaluate “Restoring the Balance” paradigm in the 

context of continued Pop. Growth, climate change, & SLR 

 Long-term monitoring for mitigation success 

 Coastal development impacts to existing wetlands 

(function & quality) 

 Habitat Restoration BMP Document 

 

Source: Hillsborough County, Aerial Innovations 



CCMP Update: New Research Needed 

 Fish & Wildlife & Invasive Species 

 Bay scallop sustainable population 

 Explore other biotic indicators of habitat/water quality 

health 

 Early life history studies for important fishery & priority 

species (e.g. grouper, snapper) 

 Improved monitoring, detection & tracking for high-

priority existing or potential invaders 

 Photo by J. Sweatman 



CCMP Update: New Research Needed 

 Toxics & Public Health 

 Focus on emerging rather than legacy chemical 

contaminants  Unknown impacts to GW/SW resources 

 Sources and ecological effects of microplastics 

 Better quantify fecal contamination sources & expand 

monitoring locations  

 Direct microbial pathogen research 



Others: ABM Input? 

 Nutrient sources in stormwater runoff / Effectiveness 

of ordinance implementation 

 Other F&W metrics of habitat estuarine health: 

entire estuarine community (benthos/macrobenthos) 

 Short-term and long-term CC/SLR impact planning 



Web Survey  

 Coming this Summer! 

 

 Email Ed Sherwood (esherwood@tbep.org) 

 

 Participate in future TAC/ABM discussions 

 Participate in Web Surveys to Prioritize Research 

Needs 

mailto:esherwood@tbep.org

