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 Provide an update on where Florida stands now 
regarding NRDA, GEBF, and RESTORE now that the 
settlement with BP is final

 Provide participants with an understanding of 
resources available for more information

Presentation Objectives





deepwaterhorizonflorida.com



Florida Projects

> 90 projects, ≈$250 million



Part I:  NRDA







PDARP

www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov



Governance
• Trustee Council = Representatives of 5 States and 4 Federal agencies
• 8 “Trustee Implementation Groups” (TIGs) corresponding to the 8 

Restoration Areas
• State TIGs will be comprised of representatives of that state and the 4 

Federal agencies
• Regionwide TIG and Unknown Conditions TIG will be comprised of 5 

States and the 4 Federal agencies
• Open Ocean TIG will be comprised of the 4 Federal agencies



Part II:  GEBF





Deepwater Horizon Criminal Settlements
 In early 2013, a U.S. District Court approved two plea 

agreements resolving the criminal cases against BP and 
Transocean 

 Transocean: $400M in criminal recoveries; $150M being paid 
to National Fish & Wildlife Foundation (NFWF)

 BP: $4B in criminal recoveries; $2.394B being paid to NFWF 

 $1.272 billion for barrier island and river diversion 
projects in Louisiana

 $356 million each for natural resource projects in 
Alabama, Florida, and Mississippi; $203 million for 
projects in Texas

www.NFWF.org



NFWF Priorities

 Restore and Conserve Coastal Habitat
 Barrier islands & beach/dune habitat 

 Coastal marshes 

 Restore and Maintain Coastal Bays and Estuaries
 Coastal bays & estuaries 

 Nearshore habitats and coastal buffers

 Enhance Populations of Priority Living Resources
 Oysters

 Gulf Coast birds

 Red snapper & other reef fish

 Sea turtles

 Marine mammals

Priorities will be refined over time based on planning 



GEBF Geography in Florida

Majority of GEBF projects will be 
concentrated in Panhandle and Big 
Bend; Peninsula & The Keys and 
Offshore regions eligible for restoration 
of living resources



Funded Projects, 2013-2015
To date, NFWF has awarded approximately $70 million for 
21 projects in the State of Florida, including:

 Fisheries assessment

 Shorebird and sea turtle conservation

 Water quality improvements

 Oyster reef restoration

 Marine mammal stranding response enhancements

 Benthic assessment and mapping

 Coastal dune lake restoration 



2016 Proposed Projects
NFWF has invited full proposals for:

• Enhanced Assessment for Recovery of Gulf of Mexico 
Fisheries Phase IV

• Enhancement of Sea Turtle Stranding Response Capacity in 
Florida

• Recovery and Resilience of Oyster Reefs in the Big Bend of 
Florida

• Restoring Florida’s Shorebird & Seabird Populations



GEBF Restoration Strategy
• Multi-year effort to plan 

remaining GEBF investments in 
Florida

• Multiple components: central planning 
effort; submerged habitat assessment; 
SWIM plan updates for SRWMD and 
NWFWMD

• Based on the three NFWF GEBF funding 
priorities



Restoration Strategy Submerged Habitat Assessment

 Assess conditions in six estuaries in the Panhandle and Big Bend to determine what 
factors may be preventing SAV recovery

 Develop a spatial model to provide managers and scientists an assessment of local 
conditions in each estuary and the potential of success for seagrass restoration projects

www.myfwc.com/research/habitat/seagrasses/projects/roadblocks/



Restoration Strategy SWIM Plan Updates

www.nwfwater.com/Water-Resources/SWIM/

SWIM-Plan-Updates



Restoration Strategy Timeline

 Draft Restoration Strategy public webinar and comment 
period in September/October

 Final Restoration Strategy scheduled for public comment 
in November 2017

 Living document for remainder of the GEBF lifetime in 
Florida, subject to adaptation through new and emerging 
information



Part III:  RESTORE





RESTORE

restorethegulf.gov

Graphic:  GCERC



Graphic:  Environmental Law Institute



RESTORE 1:  Direct Component

 Treasury-administered

 https://www.treasury.gov/services/restore-act/

 Planning grant awards made to Escambia, Gulf, and 
Levy Counties 

 “Multi-year Implementation Plans” accepted from 
Pasco, Hernando, Pinellas, Charlotte, and Monroe 
Counties



RESTORE 3:  Spill Impact 
Component

 Gulf Consortium, entity comprised of 23 coastal 
counties, to develop “State Expenditure Plan”

 Next meeting June 28 in Orlando

http://www.fl-counties.com/advocacy/gulf-

consortium



RESTORE 4:  RESTORE Science 
Program

 Administered by NOAA to fund research, observation, 
and monitoring to support long-term sustainability of 
ecosystem and fisheries

 New FFO open; letters of intent due July 8

 2 priorities:  6 areas of living coastal and marine 
resource research; decision-support tool for improving 
resource management

https://restoreactscienceprogram.noaa.gov/



RESTORE 5:  Centers of Excellence
 Treasury-administered; awards made to the eligible 

entities in Texas, Florida, and Louisiana

 Florida’s administered by FIO

 2 focal areas:  coastal fisheries and wildlife ecosystem 
research and monitoring; comprehensive observation, 
monitoring, and mapping

http://fio.usf.edu/flracep



RESTORE 2:  Council Component
 Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration Council 

(aka RESTORE Council) comprised of 5 
Gulf state governors & 6 federal agency 
heads; now chaired by USDA Secretary 
Vilsack

 Council is a federal agency with staff of ~17

 Responsible for developing a 
Comprehensive Plan; initial plan approved 
August 2013 and currently being updated

restorethegulf.gov



RESTORE 2:  Council Component
 First “Funded Priorities List” approved by Council in 

December 2015 

 “Restoration in Key Watersheds:  Acting Now and 
Laying a Foundation for the Future”

 ~$156.6M for “Category 1” approved projects

 ~$26.6M reserved for “Category 2” projects 
prioritized for further review and potential future 
funding



RESTORE 2:  Council Component
 In Florida, “key watersheds” included in first FPL 

are Pensacola Bay, Apalachicola Bay, Suwannee, and 
Tampa Bay

 First FPL includes $22,607,406 in Category 1 projects 
in Florida (7 State-sponsored, 5 Federal-sponsored)



RESTORE 2:  Council Component




