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Restoring and Managing an Urban Natural Area

Presented by Barbara Stalbird, Nature Preserve Supervisor
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Education and Outreach

» Over 50,000 visitors each year

» Over 38,000 participants in educational programs each year

* More than 150 active volunteers
*Interpretive signs throughout the preserve

* Live animal ambassadors: 20 birds of prey, snakes, turtles, frogs, bats, etc.







Threatened and Endangered |
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Gopher Tortoise

Nuttall's Rayless B o A A
Goldenrod Florida Golden Aster



https://www.google.com/url?q=http://butterflies.heuristron.net/butterflies/cassiusBlue.html&sa=U&ei=qORjU4mIFM2wyATLgoGYCw&ved=0CDgQ9QEwBQ&usg=AFQjCNEFbOhzEu5oCGWbTcXysfuNdRESlw
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.flmnh.ufl.edu/wildflower/completebutterflydata.asp%3Fid%3D25&sa=U&ei=3-RjU_CMB5CfyASmr4GQCw&ved=0CDYQ9QEwBA&usg=AFQjCNHLHsECOAX0T_jruh94R1Fvp0Fl5w
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.flickr.com/photos/52014195%40N08/8049315924/&sa=U&ei=oeVjU7zpK8SSyAT_9ILIDA&ved=0CDoQ9QEwBg&usg=AFQjCNHgfBRau0d1ESLQ0vqewuN6u1V0nQ

Ecological Surveys

P> Sand scrub survey and evaluation |
’Gopher tortoise burrow survey every 2 years .
’Bimonthly butterfly surveys

P Annual survey of Nuttall’s Rayless Goldenrod

>Herpetofaunal survey

P Annual bird count

’Aﬂigator survey

P> Aerial drone monitoring to determine density
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Management Challenges

* High visitation
* Public perception

* Surrounding development

* Invasive species

* Staffing

* Ditching and altered hydrology

Central Park, NY




Land Management

* Five ecological communities

* Persistent non-native, invasive
plants

 Mechanical and chemical

treatments
* Prescribed fire
* Volunteer groups
* Grants and funding assistance
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Barbara Stalbird

Nature Preserve Supervisor
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